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INTRODUCTION. 


eS 


AT the beginning of each year it has been our habit, 
in a familiar address to our readers, to advert to the 
spirit and tendencies of this Journal; and we were 
about to undertake this welcome task, when we received 
the following letter from one of our Subscribers : 

“I am not qualified,” says our worthy contributor, 
“to dispense either praise or censure, but am merely 
desirous of expressing my own private feelings, and 
of thanking you sincerely for the frequent benefit I 
derive from your useful periodical. As you stated in 
one of your prefaces, the originator of the Journal you 
have for four years presided over, was a man remarkably 
competent for the dissemination of medical knowledge. 
He was deeply impressed with the fact that practitioners 
residing in remote localities, whose time is wholly 
engrossed by the exigencies of active practice, are unable, 
therefore, to devote many hours to reading, and require, 
above all, a full, true, and perspicuous statement of the 
advance of science. This, Lucas Championniére supplied, 
to the great benefit of the profession ; and the enduring 
success of his Journal is sufficient evidence that your 
efforts in the same direction have not been unsuccessful. 
Had you gratified the desire for instituting improve- 
ments, which is natural to most men on their first 
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accession to authority, you might possibly have en- 
larged the circle of your subscribers. I more especially 
allude to a change in the mode of publication of the 
present Journal. You doubtless entertained at first a 
hope that it might appear at shorter intervals; your 
readers would thus have gained earlier information of — 
interesting facts, and of the professional events of import. 
But, on the one hand, it is no easy task to fill every 
week, or even every fortnight, the columns of a scientific 
periodical; and the too frequently recurring pressure 
forces into its pages ‘much irrelevant matter, to say 
nothing of the advertisements and trade announce- 
ments, which intrude on the space that should be 
reserved for useful and professional information. Upon 
the whole, I, for my part, prefer quality to quantity, and 
an intelligent selection of subjects, well hmited and 
carefully handled, to a hap-hazard and confused compi- 
lation of facts—to a sheaf apparently fruitful, but in 
which the tares have not been separated from the 
wheat. 

“T therefore trust that you will preserve the present 
monthly form of publication of the JOURNAL OF PRAC- 
TICAL MEDICINE AND SURGERY, and that, despite its title, 
it will retain the character of a collection, to which it is 
unquestionably indebted for its long existence. 

“ As to the arrangement of your subject-matter, I have 
little to say. Supply us, as in former years, with sub- 
stantial clinical lectures, and let not the instruction 
imparted in the celebrated private dispensaries of Paris 
be omitted from your pages. . . . I was happy to find, at 
the foot of one of Mr. Beau’s Lectures, the name of Just 
Lucas Championniere. All those who gratefully recol- 
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lect the father, will gladly carry over their friendly 
feelings to the son, and will follow with interest the 
progress of this intelligent young student, who will one 
day receive from your hands the responsible trust which 
your affection for his family induced you to accept.” 

We are grateful to our correspondent for his kind 
letter, and shall have much pleasure in adopting his 
suggestions. The English translation of the Journal has 
now passed into the able hands of the Proprietor of the 
MEDICAL CrrcuLAR. We hand it over to his manage- 
ment with full confidence in its continued popularity, 
and bespeak for our worthy successor the cordial 
encouragement and friendly support we have invariably 
received from our British subscribers. 


H. CHAILLOU, 


CHIEF EDITOR. 
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Academy of Medicine. Annual Meeting: A Sketch of the 
Life of Professor Chomel, by Mr. F. Dubois. — Prizes 
awarded by the Academy of Sciences, — Ovariotomy.— 
Medical Witnesses. 


The posthumous execution of Professor Chomel by the per- 
petual Secretary of the Academy of Medicine, is the only recent 
event of any interest we have to record. Since the death of 
Mr. Pariset, panegyrics are out of fashion at the Academy. 
Mr. F. Dubois, of Amiens, attaches himself to defunct cele- 
brities, like the slave who followed the triumphal car in old 
Rome, to remind the victorious general that he was but a 
mortal ; he dispels the clouds of incense, lowers the pedestals 
erected by popular opinion, and supplying his hearers with 
magnifying glasses prepared for the occasion, applies all his 
ingenuity to the discovery of hitherto undetected imperfec- 
tions. Récamier and Magendie were the first victims of 
this systematic disparagement ; but the full severity of this 
plan of censure and criticism, which the perpetual Secretary 
deems a fitting substitute for the academical eulogium, was 
reserved for the memory of Chomel. 

After showing that Chomel rejected all modern discoveries 
—the localisation of fevers, the law of coincidence of articular 
rheumatism and diseases of the heart, and, to a certain extent, 
even auscultation—Mr. Dubois endeavoured to account, in 
some degree, by this spirit of resistance to progress, for the 
appointment of Chomel to Laennec’s chair, and depicted as 
follows the new professor : 

“ His was not the eloquence which attracts and holds spell- 
bound an attentive crowd, nor did he possess the impassioned 


Art. 6146. (8) 


modulation and impetuous address of the Professor of Val-de- 
Grace ; he was not gifted with the masterly and imperious 
elocution of the illustrious Surgeon of the Hdtel-Dieu, and 
still less was his language ever illuminated by the brilliant 
and ungovernable inspirations of Récamier’s fancy ;- his remarks 
merely consisted in a lucid, precise, sober, and orderly descrip- 
tion of the appearances observed in each patient. Mr. Chomel 
carefully refrained in his lectures from all discursive tendency, . 
and, in contrast with the habit of his pupil Requin, from any 
display of erudition; not, indeed, from ignorance, for Mr. 
Chomel, like all men desirous of acquiring knowledge, was 
not unacquainted with the old masters, but because the atten- 
tive study of their works had induced in his mind the deep- 
rooted conviction of their utter worthlessness in the prosecu- 
tion of the study of practical medicine. These books adorned 
his library, it is true, but not his memory ; and he was never 
known in the lecture-room to quote any of those immortal 
names deemed by others to belong to the gods of medicine. 
As to his contemporaries, he had, perhaps, sufficient confidence 
in two or three who were his personal friends, to appeal to 
their experience in confirmation of his views, but he never 
found time to read their books. 

“Thus, gentlemen, did Chomel understand the duties of 
public instruction ; and the character of his tuition never 
varied, from the first day to the last. When he was but 
Assistant-Physician at La Charité, his lectures were exactly 
similar in form, matter, and value, to those he afterwards deli- 
vered as Professor of Clinical Medicine at the Hotel-Dieu. 
His talents were of that order which at once reach their full 
height, and gain nothing from time or from’ practice. 


“Tt is a well-known fact, however, that Chomel excelled in 
what is called local diagnosis. He spared neither time nor 
trouble in his endeavours to attain perfection in this respect. 
His examination of a case was indeed a pleasing sight: his 
investigations were conducted with unequalled method, pro- 
priety, and certainty ; the apparently most unimportant detail 
was elicited from the patient—every region, every seat of 
suffering was carefully inspected and touched ; then, returning 
to the lecture-room, he would expound to his pupils with 
admirable lucidity all the particulars he had made himself 
master of, and deduce from his statements the most strict and 
perspicuous consequences. 

“ We may now inquire, gentlemen, whether Medical Science 
consists of these elements only? Is it enough, in order to be 
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deemed an eminent practitioner, to discriminate with sagacity 
the nature of disease, its seat, extent, to appreciate its intensity, 
and point out its probable consequences ? 

“ Assuredly not ; nor did Mr. Chomel profess so strange a 
doctrine. J may further add, that with all his deference to 
Pinel, his master, he did not opine that the only object of 
true medicine is to ascertain the nature of diseases, and 
describe their pathognomonics ; he agreed with Laennec, that 
the art of diagnosis is an important section of science, but he 
conceived it necessary to draw from the investigation of cases 
luminous inferences with regard to treatment. 

“In therapeutics, Mr. Chomel did not prove himself an 
inventor ; he merely adopted the methods in use in his day, 
after having, it is fair to say, severely tested their efficacy. 
He did not, like too many others, suddenly propound an 
entire course of treatment, without deigning to allege any 
reason but a boasted medical instinct, or intangible inspira- 
tion; his therapeutics sprang from experience, and were 
always proportioned to the gravity of the evil.” 

After expressing his opinion of Mr. Chomel as a Professor 
and a Clinician, Mr. Dubois proceeded, as follows, to pass sen- 
tence on him as a town and court-doctor : 

‘Mr Chomel’s success in hospital made him much sought 
after in private practice, and for many years he was one of 
the most popular physicians in Paris. He cannot, however, 
be said to have been a physician for the people ; he was not 
gifted with those qualities which recommend a man to the 
working-classes. He never possessed, for instance, the straight- 
forward bluntness and native humour of Antoine Dubois, or 
the commanding prestige of Dupuytren. His dignified but 
somewhat cold manners, his perfect good-breeding and gentle- 
manlike appearance, made him more acceptable to the upper 
classes of society, and gained for him of late years, the confi- 
dence of the then reigning family. Thus, Mr. Chomel, lke 
almost all his ancestors, became the favourite physician of the 
Court—doubtless, a well-deserved distinction ;—but in other 
times, this Professor would, perhaps, not have realised the 
same success. Each Sovereign has his own personal tastes and 
requirements ; the arbitrator of Europe granted his confidence 
to Corvisart, a man of brilliant renown, sharp and keen intel- 
lect, and to Larrey, whose enthusiastic attachment he well 
appreciated. Mr. Chomel was recommended to the citizen- 
king by more humble gifts, such as a large fortune, simple and 
quiet manners, a methodical and thrifty turn of mind, the 
countenance of the higher classes, and more especially of 
moneyed men.” 
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If we associate the passages of this speech, in which Mr. 
Dubois praises Mr. Chomel’s diagnostic powers, and his suc- 
cessful practice, we must conclude that the late King had really 
not much misplaced his confidence. It was, therefore, unneces- 
sary to lay any stress on the more homely qualifications alluded 
to, inasmuch as they never succeeded in stifling the chivalrous 
feelings of Chomel’s heart, which he evinced by the sacrifice of 
his official appointments to the most honourable and conscien- . 
tious motives. Let us not, however, forget that respect for 
fallen Majesty, and fidelity to sworn allegiance are sharply - 
censured by Mr. Dubois as a denial of co-operation, and that 
from the beginning to the end this ewlogy is the exact counter- 
part of the friendly and equitable estimation of Chomel’s 
useful career, presented to another audience by Mr. Grisolle. 


— A list of the prizes awarded by the Academy of Medi- 
cine will be found in another part of the present number. 
The Academy of Sciences has also held its annual meeting, 
and the following are the prizes granted for 1861 by the 
Institute : 

In Experimental Physiology :—Prizes were awarded to Mr 
Hyrtl, of Vienna, a well-known anatomist, and to Mr Kuhn, 
of Berlin, a young physiologist, highly proficient in the study 
of natural philosophy and chemistry, an able experimentalist, 
and the author of interesting inquiries on the muscular and 
nervous tissues. 

One prize only was given this year for Medicine and Surgery, 
and was adjudged to Messrs Ludger-Lallemand, M. Perrin, 
and Duroy, for their researches on the influence of alcohol and 
anesthetics on the human system. Honourable mention was 
made of the names of Messrs Haspel, Rouis, Dutrouleau, H. 
Roger, Huguier, and Laboulbéne, and a sum of 601. was 
moreover presented to Messrs Haspel, Rouis, Dutrouleau and 
Huguier, 502. to Mr. Roger, and 402. to Mr. Laboulbene. 

Among the numerous works forwarded for competition, the 
Academy favourably noticed an excellent volume on tumours 
of the orbit, by Mr. Démarquay ; a paper, by Mr. Magne, on the 
obliteration of the lachrymal passages for the cure of fistula ; 
Mr. Auburtin’s researches on cerebral rheumatism ; and Mr 
Nonat’s treatise on uterine affections. The Academy further 
expressed its opinion that Mr. de Castelnau’s memoir on the 
legal incapacity of lunatics, in which the author proposes 
changes in a law, the enactments of which are inconsistent, in 
his opinion, with the true principles of science, and with 
common humanity, should be referred to the Academy of 
Moral and Political Science. This work being, however, 
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based on highly-important physiological data, is pointed out 
as deserving of the attention of philosophers, jurists, and 
Medical men. 


— Mr. Houel communicated to the Society of Surgery 
additional information regarding the progress of the patient 
who was operated on in London by Mr. Baker Brown, in the 
presence of Mr. Nélaton. We related this case of ovariotomy 
in the last number of the present Journal; on the 10th of 
December, the patient left the Infirmary, where she had 
remained a fortnight. The pulse was 70, the abdomen soft 
and free from pain, and the appetite satisfactory. The woman 
enjoyed her meals, slept well, walked with ease, and in every 
respect was perfectly cured. 

Let us, however, add, to. temper the enthusiasm this fresh 
instarce of success might occasion, that Mr. B. Brown has 
since operated on a woman of fifty, who died in thirty-eight 
hours. This melancholy occurrence should not deter surgeons 
from inquiring with the utmost care into the circumstances 
which have led to success in a very large number of cases of 
Ovariotomy. 


— The year sets in well for the Profession. We read in 
the Union Médicale, that the Minister of Justice, in a cireular 
directed to all the legal officers of the Crown, and couched 
in the most flattering terms for the Medical corporation, 
informs them that, for the future, physicians summoned for 
the purpose of enlightening judicial investigations, shall not be 
considered as common witnesses, but as “eaperts,” and as 
such, shall enjoy certain rights and indemnities. 

The question of the fees to be tendered to these skilled 
witnesses has not been found susceptible ofan equally prompt 
solution. We have, however, reason to hope that a decision 
in this respect has been delayed in order, merely, to give the 
Minister of Justice and the Minister of Finance time to come 
to some definitive agreement on the point, and that it will not 
long be postponed. 

It is a matter of congratulation that these ameliorations, 
consonant with the dignity and requirements of our Profession, 
are the result of the suggestions of the General Association, 
represented by its Chairman, by Mr Tardieu, and by Messrs 
Mathieu and Paul Andral, its legal advisers. 
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HOTEL-DIEU. 


(PROFESSOR TROUSSEAU’S WARDS.) 


Constipation and its treatment. 

In addition to the fissures, lacerations, and local congestions 
about the anus, occasioned by constipation, this condition may 
be considered, especially in women, as an inexhaustible cause 
of discomfort and pain. As a functional disturbance, it is, 
therefore, well worthy of the practitioner’s most serious atten- 
tion. Let us first inquire into the nature and mechanism of 
constipation, and we may perhaps be enabled thence to deduce 
the correct principles on which its treatment should be Based. 
Such was the theme of two highly interesting lectures, recently 
delivered by Professor Trousseau, at the Hotel Dieu. The 
following is a brief abstract of his remarks : 

“ Constipation is said to exist, when, without any mechani- 
cal obstruction to defecation, the motions are unfrequent. If 
any physical impediment is discoverable, the case ceases to be 
one of constipation, and should be considered as an instance 
of retention, which is a very different condition. The unfre- 
quency of alvine evacuations alone, is not, absolutely speaking, 
constipation. The number of the motions depends, in health, 
on the variable proportions of the admixture of the salivary, 
hepatic, and pancreatic secretions to the residue of the nutri- 
ment. Hence, one person will have relief from the bowels 
twice in the day, and another, but once in two or three days, 
and yet the former cannot be said to have diarrhoea, nor the 
latter, constipation. 

After having thus established the comparative character of 
costiveness, Mr Trousseau inquired into the influence over 
that condition of the existing connection between the necessity 
of clearing the large intestine of its contents, and the resist- 
ance of volition tothe accomplishment of the function, by the 
instrumentality of the sphincter muscle. In early infancy, 
this resistance is altogether absent. In more advanced years 
the command over the sphincters gradually acquires more 
power, in proportion with the increased energy of the will 
and of the muscular structures. If, however, by repeated 
efforts of volition, the excretions are permitted frequently to 
accumulate in the lower bowel, the coats of the rectum 
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gradually become distended beyond the limits of their élas- 
ticity, the perception of the natural stimulus decreases, and, in 
consequence of the reciprocal dependency’ of all the dif- 
ferent parts of the intestinal tube on each other, peristaltic 
action is checked in the upper digestive passages, and the 
tendency to constipation each day acquires additional force. 

The first fact, therefore, to be noted in the mechanism of 
constipation is, that any person who resists the call of nature 
may gradually bring on a morbid costiveness, which he will be 
unable to overcome ; and conversely, that persons who obey 
this call with regularity, induce a healthy habit of body, 
and avert the future chances of constipation. 

The necessity of evacuating the bowels is not equally felt 
at all ages ; in advanced years, the sensations become less 
acute, and the torpidity of the bowels, which before was the 
consequence of aneffort of volition, assumes the character of 
a physiological condition. The aged readily permit their 
bowels to be inactive, and if they are not cautioned of the peril 
they incur, an enormous accumulation of matter may form in 
the dilatation of the rectum. It is unnecessary to enlarge on 
the consequences of this occurrence, but it may not be need- 
less to remark that stercoral obstruction may give rise to diar- 
rhea, to check which an inattentive observer will sometimes 
prescribe trisnitrate of bismuth or opium, overlooking the fact 
that the diarrhcea is but the result of the intestinal irritation, 
induced by the presence of the foeculent mass. 

The diminished power of the expiratory muscles is another 
circumstance favourable to the production of costiveness in 
the aged. Women who have borne many children, and whose 
abdominal walls are in consequence much relaxed, are in this 
respect, in a condition similar to that of the aged ; the bear- 
ing down efforts are inefficient, and the function cannot be 
satisfactorily performed, 

Certain diseases are at the same time the cause, and the 
effect of constipation. Hemorrhoids, which are sometimes, 
and fissures, which are always painful, belong to the class of 
causes which may be called voluntary, inasmuch as the patients, 
dreading the suffering which awaits them, delay as much as 
possible, and occasionally for many hours, the operation of the 
bowels. 

It is unnecessary to do more than barely to allude to the 
universally acknowledged connection between uterine dis- 
placements and constipation. Let us now inquire into the 
influence upon this condition of the nature of the nutriment. 

Large eaters have generally regular bowels, whereas sparing 
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eaters are usually costive. Animal food is more binding than. 
fresh vegetables and fruit. So true is this assertion, that many 
women suffer from constipation in winter only, when they are 
debarred from the use of raw and especially of red fruit. 

The foregoing remarks sufficiently indicate that im many 
instances, the treatment of constipation should be conducted 
upon purely physiological principles. Under all circumstances, 
much firmness is required from the physician, and considerable 
docility from the patient, whe must, moreover, have a resolute 
will to obtain regular evacuations. __ 

It is sometimes necessary artfully te encourage the patient 
in the performance of the digestive functions, and te remove 
casual ebstacles likely to cause repugnance. Mr, Trousseau 
illustrated his meaning by mentioning the case of a young 
woman, whom he had attended for most obstinate and distress- 
ing constipation. One day, on going up the stairease of her 
house, he observed through an accidentally epen door, that the 
necessary was In a most disgraceful condition, and utterly 
unfit te be used by a lady. Mr. Trousseau represented the 
eircumstance to the husband, whe at once took measures to 
transform the nuisance into a convenient and comfortable 
cleset. Thenceforward, the patient retired without reluctance, 
and in ten days was entirely cured. 

In this instance, the restoration of the functions of the 
bowels was mainly due to the fact of the patient persevering 
every day, and at the same hour, in efforts to obtain a motion. 
It is a trite remark, that certain physical requirements gra- 
dually grow into mere habits. Thus, the appetite for food at 
certain fixed hours of the day is so clearly a matter of habit, 
that if from absence of mind, or any other accidental cause, the 
usual time of the meal is allewed to pass away, the feeling of 
hunger soon subsides. These remarks are entirely applicable 
to defecation. If any accidental impediment interferes to 
prevent relief from the bowels at the usual time, the desire 
vanishes, and twenty-four hours may elapse before its recur- 
rence. Now, this influence of the mind on the body conveys 
valuable instruction as to one of the most efficient means of 
removing constipation. ‘The patient should, in the first place, 
be directed to retire to the closet every day at the same hour, 
regularly, as far as possible under the same circumstances, 
and te persevere in his efforts to relieve the bowels for five 
minutes at least. Should the aitempt be unsuccessful on the 
first day, it must be repeated on the morrow, and if no satis- 
factory result is then attained, a cool enema, of about six ounces 
of water, should be thrown up to stimulate the action of the 
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bowels. The same measures should again be resorted to on 
the third and fourth days, after which other remedies, which 
we shall presently advert to, may be adopted, but in general, 
said Mr. Trousseau, except in cases of excessive relaxation of 
the abdominal parietes, or of very considerable uterine dis- 
placement, the line of conduct here recommended will be found 
fully te answer its object. The best time of the day at which 
to solicit intestinal operation would appear to be the half-hour 
after the largest meal, both on account of the influence of the 
vis & tergo, and of the reciprocating action of the peristaltic 
contraction of the small intestines, and the mechanical agents 
of defecation. The choice of this hour is, however, epen to 
an objection, which should, perhaps, induce the practitioner to 
prefer the time when the stomach is empty, as indigestion 
might be the consequence of the use of the enema, should the 
inefficiency of the efforts to relieve the intestine necessitate a 
recourse to the injection. | 

The enema, moreover, need not be taken oftener than once 
every second day. Should the contents of the intestine be 
very hard, the white and yolk ef from four to six eggs should 
be added to the water of the injection, in order to inviscate 
the excrement, and replace the deficient mucous secretion. For 
the same purpose, Mr. Trousseau also prescribes suppositories 
made with soap, cacao-butter, or hardened honey, the latter a 
most valuable adjuvant, which can be prepared as follows : 

Boil about seven ounces of honey to a nearly solid consis- 
tency, adda sufficient quantity ef pulverised marsh-mallow 
root, and prepare boluses from five to ten lines in diameter; 
they should be smeared with butter before introduction. 

With regard to diet, vegetable nutriment is the best for 
omnivorous animals. You will, therefore, recommend green 
vegetables and raw fruit, when they do not habitually induce 
flatulency. If spinnach, salad, or grapes, for instance, are not 
easily digested, you will ferbid their use ; but, in the contrary 
case, make them the staple articles of food, meat being, how- 
ever, allowed as an accessory. 

We are further aware that milk relaxes the bowels, in some 
persons, and in consequence should be tried ; with others, coffee 
and milk answers well as a laxative, and in a third class of 
subjects, malt-liquor acts as an aperient. ie 

Bran-bread is also in much favour in England and in 
America as an adjuvant to digestion. The best is manufac- 
tured with three parts of wheat and one of course bran, and 
is at onee an agreeable variety at the breakfast-table, and a 
valuable deobstruent of the intestines. 
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As some individuals can relieve the bowels after taking 
coffee only, so others can attain the same result but after 
smoking a pipe or a cigar. The fact is well known to habitual 
smokers, and Mr. Trousseau sometimes ventures on recommend- 
ing to otherwise healthy women a few puffs of a cigarette 
after breakfast. In the circumstances under consideration, 
tobacco-smoke is almost as powerful an auxiliary as bran- 
bread, and as nicotiana and belladonna are closely allied, the 
action of the former accounts, in some measure, for the very 
satisfactory results effected with the latter by Mr. Bretonneau. 

This celebrated practitioner has demonstrated that the asso- 
ciation of the extract and powdered root of belladonna, is pre- 
eminently the remedy for constipation, not, certainly, in all, 
but in a very large number of cases. We have already, on 
former occasions, described the mode of exhibition of the drug, 
and will briefly remind our readers of the formula adopted by 
the author. One pill should be taken every night or morning, 
containing 4 gr. of the alcoholic extract, and the same 
quantity of the pulverised root or leaves of belladonna. If 
no results are obtained after a week, two pills are exhibited at 
a time, and if the costiveness is not yet conquered, three and 
even four pills may be administered ; but it is seldom neces- 
sary to have recourse to so large a dose, and under no circum- 
stances should it be exceeded. 

The action of the belladonna sometimes requires the assist- 
ance of castor-oil When the belladonna has: not succeeded 
in the course of a week in restoring the regularity of the 
motions, it should still be continued, with the addition every 
second or third day of a gelatinous capsule containing twelve 
drops of castor-oil. This small quantity is usually sufficient, 
but should it prove otherwise, two or three capsules may be 
exhibited together, in broth or coffee. 

If, by these devices, regular action of the bowels can be 
induced for a week, ultimate success may be confidently relied 
on, and the number of the belladonna pills should undergo 
weekly diminution. 

Refractory cases must, however, now and then, be expected 
to occur. The cause of the obstinacy of the disease must then 
be carefully sought for. If retroversion of the uterus is present, 
order an elastic bandage to be worn, which may properly sup- 
port the diaphragm and the abdominal viscera, relieve the 
womb from undue pressure, and afford a fulerum to the other- 
wise distressing efforts of the patient to exonerate the bowels. 
Finally, we should mention the aperient dinner-pills, from 
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which charlatans derive such large profits, and which in- 
variably consist of aloes, rhubarb, colocynth, and some vege- 
table extract, in different proportions. 

Mr. Trousseau strongly recommends the following formula : 


kK Aloes, 
Ext. rheei, 
Ext. colocynth, 4a gr. xv. 
Ext. Hyoscyani, gr. iv. 
Ol. ess. anisi, NM iij. 
FS. 2. 
Divide in pilulas, xx. 

One or two of the above pills should be taken every other 
day before dinner, three hours before bed-time, or in the 
morning ; the pills should be exhibited twice the second, and 
once only during the third week from the beginning of the 
treatment, which, with the assistance of appropriate diet, will 
gradually permit the patient to dispense with medicine alto- 
gether. 

Hydropathy also supplies us with various remedies for con- 
stipation. From the simple glass of cold water taken in the 
morning, to the various douches and sea-baths, a long list of 
useful appliances might be made out, among which we may 
mention the “wet compresses” worn for three hours over the 
abdomen with a gutta-percha covering. 

Medicine is, therefore, not powerless for the relief of consti- 
pation. Its resources are numerous, and the art of the practi- 
tioner consists in adapting them to the requirements of each 
case at the proper time. But by careful inquiry and by the 
display of some firmness, the disease, says Mr. Trousseau, may 
doubtless be conquered, and benefits conferred on the vatients 
of so solid a nature as to secure their lasting gratitude 
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Dislocations of the Shoulder-Joint reduced with the Heel. 


Within an interval of a few days Mr. Chassaignac reduced 
two luxations of the shoulder-joint by the method known since 
the days of Hippocrates by the name of the heel-procedure. 
Formerly the patient was caused to lie on the floor, and the 
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surgeon, placing his heel in the axilla, forced back the head of 
the bone into its place, while with both hands grasping the 
wrist, he exercised traction upon the arm. Sir A. Cooper, the 
greatest of all authorities on the subject of luxations, adopted 
this plan, but recommended the extending power to be applied 
above the elbow. The patient was placed on a couch ora 
table, close to its edge, and a band was firmly attached round 
the arm above the condyles ; the surgeon, seated on the side 
of the injury, placed his heel in the axilla, and grasping the 
bandage, vigorously pulled the arm downwards for three or 
four minutes, a space of time usually sufficient to effect re- 
duction. When he found his own unaided efforts insufficient 
for the purpose, he gained additional power by passing a towel 
under the axilla, and desiring one or more assistants to pull 
upwards, the action of the heel in the arm-pit being at the 
same time continued. (a) 

The reduction of dislocations is now much facilitated by 
the use of chloroform, and the same energy is no longer re- 
quired in the efforts at reduction. In the two cases we have 
alluded to, Mr. Chassaignac was far from exerting his whole 
strength, although, in one instance, the displacement was of 
eleven days’ standing. Both were examples of common 
luxation into the axilla, the most frequent by far of all dislo- 
cations of the shoulder-joint, and were characterized as usual 
by the flatness of the shoulder, the projection of the acromion, 
and the rounded prominence of the head of the bone in the 
axilla, on the inner side of the glenoid cavity. The patients 
were horizontally stretched on a mattress on the operating- 
table, and chloroform was exhibited. A sheet folded length- 
wise was fastened to the arm above the elbow, the skin having 
previously been protected from chafing by the application of a 
wet roller. Mr. Chassaignac then placed his heel in the corre- 
sponding axilla of the patient (right axilla, right heel), and 
grasping the twisted ends of the extending bandage, exercised 
traction in a direction parallel to the axis of the body, thus 
operating simultaneously himself, both extension and counter- 
extension. ‘The characteristic snap, indicating the return of 
the head of the humerus into the glenoid cavity, was shortly 
after heard, and the reduction was effected. 

In the operations we witnessed at Hospital Lariboisiére, 
the table was a high one, and the surgeon stood ; he might be 
seated, provided his chair was on a level with the couch, or on 
the floor by the side of the patient. 


(a) Malgaigne, Fractures and Dislocations, 1855. 
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In this procedure the amount of power which can be 
brought to bear on the injured shoulder is really prodigious. 
The plan is, however, open to objection on the score that the 
heel presses upwards the pectoralis major muscle, thereby 
occasioning additional difficulty in the reduction, by the in- 
creased traction inwards exercised on the head of the displaced 
bone by the muscular fibres. This objection may, however, be 
met by the interposition of compresses which neutralise the 
pressure of the ball of the foot on the margin of the axilla ; 
the compresses are appropriate substitutes for the cushion or 
pad recommended by Hippocrates for the same purpose. 

Mr. Chassaignac moreover remarks that it would be an im- 
provement to direct an assistant to support the upper angle of 
the scapula, which in the mechanism of reduction has a natural 
tendency to follow the head of the os brachii. The learned 
Professor further suggests two other modifications of the heel- 
procedure. In the first, the heel would be applied to the 
axillary edge of the scapula, while the arm is drawn directly 
outward, and here it would be particularly necessary to support 
the upper part of the scapula, so as to prevent its revolving 
with the humerus. The second modification consists in press- 
ing the heel over the coraco-acromial arch, the arm being at 
the same time raised towards the head of the patient, and 
drawn directly upwards. The latter plan is alluded to in a 
recent article of the Abeille Médicale, the writer having suc- 
ceeded in reducing a luxation of the shoulder-joint, which had 
baffled the efforts of two other surgeons. He relates the fact 
as follows : 

“By a fortunate sceeel a, I had recently read in a 
Medical journal, a paper on the subject of vertical traction 
in dislocations of the shoulder-joint. I laid my patient flat 
on the floor, and applying my foot over his shoulder, forcibly 
brought his arm upwards above his head. To the great 
surprise of the man himself, and of the persons REsent 
reduction was thus effected with the utmost ease... 

A similar success is not, of course, to be expected in all 
cases. But when one procedure has failed in the hands of 
expert surgeons, another should be resorted to, and here, as in 
other matters, it is well not to trust to one resource only. We 
shouid also point out another advantage inherent in Mr Chas- 
saignac’s method: the subject is placed in the horizontal 
attitude, an excellent position, in which muscular resistance 
is deprived of its usual fulcrum, and in which the exhibition 
of chloroform is attended with less peril. 
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(BARON DUBOIS’ CLINICAL WARDS. MR. PAJOT, PROF., PRO. TEM.) 
Delivery after Miscarriage. 


Abortionis not only to be feared as a cause of hemorrhage, but 
also derives some gravity from the possible and not unfrequent 
retention of the secundines. Mr Cazeaux sagaciously remarks 
that on this very account a miscarriage 1s more dangerous 
during the first three or four months of utero-gestation, than 
at a later period. Thus, at three, and even four months, the 
membranes and placenta form a more voluminous mass than 
the foetus, and may, therefore, be unable to escape through 
apertures which have allowed of the passage of the latter. 
After the expulsion of the foetus, the os uteri closes, and fresh 
labour must set in that delivery may be effected. Now, if the 
secundines are thus incarcerated within the womb for a space 
of five or six days, putrefaction comes on, absorption of the 
putrid matter may take place into the gaping uterine blood- 
vessels, and formidable symptoms be the consequence. 

These circumstances are, therefore, attended with real 
danger, and it behoves the practitioner carefully to guard 
against them. 

Frequent mistakes are daily committed in the management 
of abortion, and it may not, therefore, be entirely superfluous 
to reproduce some remarks of Mr. Pajot, suggested by a 
patient, who having miscarried, was brought undelivered into 
hospital. 

Suppose, said the Professor, that a practitioner is summoned 
to the assistance of a woman who has just miscarried, at 
three or four months ; the foetus has been expelled, but the 
secundines remain. What should be his conduct? It must 
be guided by the information conveyed by the toucher. Now, 
examination per vaginam reveals one of three things: either 
the greater part of the placenta has already passed into the 
vagina, or a small portion only of the ovum is engaged in the 
uterine orifice, or it is still entirely included within the 
cavity of the womb. In the first case, the extraction is 
easy, and should be effected without delay; in the second, a 
very small portion of the placenta protruding from the os 
uteri, some difficulty may be experienced. It would be 
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obviously idle to exercise traction upon a cord so very fragile 
as the funis at this early period of pregnancy, and the viscus 
is much too small, and its orifice too much contracted to 
admit of the introduction of the operator’s hand. 

Mr Pajot has sometimes been enabled, when a somewhat 
jess inconsiderable amount of the secundines was engaged in 
the os uteri, to seize and twist them with two fingers, and with 
a third, to extricate them altogether. This he was fortunate 
enough to effect in a recent case, in which an interval of forty- 
eight hours had elapsed since abortion. But, whenever this 
obstetrician has found that the extruding portion of the 
ovum was too small to be easily seized, he has refrained from 
all manual interposition, fearful of causing any laceration of 
the placental structure. 

Indeed, he conceives that to tear away a part of this 
apparently unimportant substance, is a grievous act of malprac- 
tice, because upon it may depend the safety of the woman. 
It is at once an agent of stimulation and of dilatation, and 
induces, by this twofold influence, the termination of labour in 
a space of time varying between twelve and twenty-four 
hours. The patient above alluded to, is an instance in point. 
On the 20th of December, she miscarried at the third or fourth 
month of gestation, the foetus being expelled at three o’clock 
p.m. The remaining parts of the ovum having been retained, 
she was brought to hospital, when the clinical clerk, Mr. 
Tarnier, examined her, and having ascertained the presence of 
the condition we have described, wisely abstained from inter- 
ference. At one o'clock am., spontaneous delivery was 
effected by the unaided efforts of nature. 

This mode of delivery occurs in two-thirds of the cases, 
and the patients should be allowed the benefit of it. Here, 
however, some limits must be assigned to the surgeon’s inac- 
tivity. If the life of the woman is not endangered by hemor- 
rhage, Mr. Pajot is of opinion that twenty-four or twenty-eight 
hours may be suffered to elapse. After this interval, the 
signs of putrefaction become manifest, any further delay might 
be perilous, and the accoucheur should give manual assistance 
with the hand, the mole-forceps, the scoop, or any other appli- 
ance appropriate to the grasping and extraction of the placenta. 
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OPHTH'ALMOLOGY. 


(MR. DESMARRES’ DISPENSARY.) 
Iridectomy in Chronic Irido-choroiditis. 


A lady from Louisiana, aged twenty, consulted Mr. Des- 
marres two months since for a chronic disease of the eye, of 
obscure character, and of three years’ standing. At first, the 
patient had experienced a distressing sensation in the left 
eye. Without exactly indicating this organ as the seat of 
the malady, she stated that her sight was failing, and that she 
was frequently obliged to lay aside her book or needlework. 
Somewhat later, neuralgic pain, which she designated as 
megrims, set in around the left orbit, returning at more or 
less inconsiderable intervals. The pupil simultaneously con- 
tracted, and the iris lost its natural hue. When the young 
lady first applied to Dr. Desmarres, on the 30th of October, 
1861, the left eye was utterly blind, the only favourable . 
symptom being the preservation of phosphenes, a circumstance 
attesting the integrity of the functions of the retina. (a) 

Mr. Desmarres’ pronounced the case to be one of chronic 
inflammation of the left choroid and iris, with complete pos- 
terior synechia, exudation in the pupil and hypopium. He 
prescribed the following course of treatment : 

1. To take night and morning, in a tea-cupful of a bitter 
infusion (wild endive), a tablespoonful of 


RK Aq. destill., xx. 
Jodini, gr. ij. 
Potassii iodidi, 3ij. 


(a) We shall take an early opportunity of inquiring into the diagnostic 
value of the phosphenes or luminous rings perceptible to the patient, 
slight on pressure of the eye-ball behind the line of junction of the 
cornea and sclerotic. Mr Serre, of Uzes, the Author of Phosphenic 
Retinoscopy, distinguishes four kinds of phosphenes, which he denomi- 
nates, from the spot in which pressure induces their manifestation, nasa, 
temporal, frontal, and jugal or malar. Paralysis of the retina, accord- 
ing to Mr Serre, is ushered in by the loss of the jugal phosphene ; the 
frontal phosphene disappears in a more advanced stage of anesthesia. 
Sight, under these circumstances, may not yet be perceptibly impaired. 
The temporal, and, finally, the nasal phosphenes, are the last to vanish. 
When vision is restored by judicious treatment, the luminous rings 
reappear in an order inverse to that of their cessation. The rule laid 
down by Mr Serre doubtless admits of exceptions, but its application is 
nevertheless extremely useful in many instances, to ascertain before 
operating for cataract, or establishing an artificial pupil, whether the 
retina is still capable of performing its functions.—H, C. 
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2. To drop into the eye, eight times a-day, one minim of 
the following solution ; 


RK Aq. destill., Zijss. 
Atropiz sulphatis, gr. 4. 


3. To keep the bowels open with warm water enemata. 

4, To rub the entire surface of the body, night and morn- 
ing, with a flannel brush. 

5. To take a sulphurous bath occasionally. 

And, as in those letters in which the postscript contains the 
cream of the correspondence, Mr. Desmarres added ; 

6. To check the progress of the evil, iridectomy is indis- 
pensable. 

The prescription is, therefore, perfectly explicit. The 
measures recommended, may soothe and temporarily mitigate 
the disease, but the true and only curative remedy calculated 
to check its progress, and avert ultimate blindness, is the 
establishment of an artificial pupil. As this positive assertion 
of the Professor might, however, seem strange to many prac- 
titioners, who would still be inclined to trust in the good 
effects of medicinal agents, we shall reproduce some remarks 
in which Mr. Desmarres rapidly sketched the history of irido- 
choroiditis, and pointed out the succession of symptoms which 
must lead an experienced and conscientious surgeon to declare 
that in this formidable affection the only resource is the lacera- * 
tion and excision of the iris. 

Every individual affected with iritis, in the general accepta- 
tion of the term, provided exudation, even partial, is present, 
and consequent posterior synechia or adhesion of the iris to 
the lenticular capsule, is zpso facto liable to the propagation of 
the inflammation to the choroid—. ¢., to irido-choroiditis. 

This propagation is indicated by a symptom erroneously 
ascribed to iritis, a form of ophthalmia in which it is some- 
times absent—. e., neuralgia of the fifth pair of nerves, usu- 
ally intense, subsiding for an hour or two to return with 
increased violence, and according to Dr. Desmarres, being the 
physiological pathognomonic of incipient irido-choroiditis. 
Let us now suppose that appropriate treatment, mydriatics, 
calomel, tartar-emetic, and specific medicinal agents, if neces- 
sary, have succeeded in subduing the inflammatory action, 
that the symptomatic neuralgia has yielded, that vision has 
become possible, and that naught remains but apparently 
insignificant adhesions; the patient seems cured, but he 
returns to his usual avocations, he strains his sight, or catches 
cold, and suddenly, sometimes even without any discernible 
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cause, fresh inflammation sets in, with the same train of symp- 
toms as before, and endures six or twelve months, again giving 
rise to exudations in the field of the pupil We would not 
be understood to intimate that in cases of this description 
vision is always irrecoverably lost. ‘To say nothing of the 
instances in which spontaneous absorption is observed, cases 
are met with in which the longitudinal fibres of the iris are soli- 
cited by the adhesions, or by the use of belladonna, and be- 
come sufficiently shortened to liberate the centre of the pupil. 
But this spot often continues to be obstructed, and the greater 
part of the surface of the iris remains for ever attached to the 
lenticular capsule. From this time forward, inflammations of 
a more painful and obstinate character set in. Life becomes 
unbearable, and the sufferings of the patient incessant. The 
eye-ball assumes a brownish red hue, indicative of venous con- 
gestion, the disease is at its height, and all hope of saving the 
organ must be relinquished, and unless active interference is 
promptly resorted to, the hitherto healthy eye will soon parti- | 
cipate in the malady, and become the seat of morbid pheno- 
mena of variable character, but equally perilous to the visual 
function. 

Tritis, similar to that which has destroyed its fellow, will 
sometimes break out, and lead to the same sad result, or 
amblyopia, unaccompanied by any inflammation, may be 
~ observed. Fora very long time the patient may be uncon- 
scious of the progressing evil, because no pain is present, and if 
any redness exists, it is trifling; the only perceptible symp- 
tom is tenderness to light. Somewhat later, the outer parts 
of the field of vision become dimmed. The more eccentric 
objects included in the circle fade from sight, and the patient 
at last seems to see through a tube. As the disease advances, 
even this condition is aggravated. The field of vision some- 
times becomes gradually narrower for two or three years 
without diminution of the length of the central perception of 
objects ; in other instances, sight is shortened at a much 
earlier period, and then only the subject becomes conscious 
of the decrease of the circumference of the field of vision. 
Mr. Desmarres has met with painters and sculptors in this 
condition. Sight rapidly becoming shorter, convex glasses 
are adopted, and amaurosis sets in in a slow, but sure, manner. 

Thus, under all circumstances, chronic monocular inflamma- 
tion of the iris and choroid induces, in many patients, sympa- 
thetic or other changes in the healthy eye, such that the 
functional aptitude of that organ is at last destroyed, unless 
on the first appearance of the signs which indicate a propaga- 
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tion of the symptoms, the chain of morbid phenomena is 
broken by a surgical procedure, which both experience and 
theory combine to recommend. 

The operation is by no means a new one, and is described 
in extenso in Dr. Desmarres’ earliest publications. It consists 
in the laceration of the iris from its centre to its margin, and 
in the excision of a sufficiently extensive portion of that 
membrane. By this means an artificial pupil is established, 
and the first advantages attained are the possibility of inspect- 
ing the condition of the inner parts of the organ operated 
on, and a subsequent favourable change highly beneficial to 
the sound eye. Thus, the successive inflammations, the 
incessant attacks of neuralgia, which are echoed in the other 
eye, are clearly due to the pressure of the morbid secretions 
on the texture of the iris, and on the ciliary nerves. Now, it 
is but too well demonstrated, that the medicinal agents which 
theory points out as the most appropriate, are almost entirely 
inefficacious to check the exuberant exhalations, or to destroy 
posterior synechia of old standing. But if, instead of losing 
most valuable time in fruitless endeavours, the surgeon 
removes a certain extent of the iris, the secreting surface 
undergoes proportionate diminution, numerous blood-vessels 
are obliterated in the remaining parts of the membrane, and 
the pressure and dragging which increased the gravity of the 
symptoms are relieved. 

In support. of these views, we shall, in an early number 
report several cases which speak eloquently in favour of iri- 
dectomy as performed by Mr. Desmarres, and we will describe 
the operation. Our chief object, on the present occasion, has 
been to call the attention of our readers to the essentially 
progressive character of chronic irido-choroiditis, and to point 
out, as far as hes in our power, the necessity of an operation 
which an incorrect notion of the nature of the disease, and 
pernicious illusions have hitherto prevented from acquiring in 
surgical practice the popularity it deserves. 


VOL. XXXIII, Cc 


Art. 6151. ( 26 ) 


MEDICAL CORRESPONDENCE, 


Art 6151. Scrorunous Disnase or A JOINT PROMPTLY 
CURED BY APPROPRIATE TREATMENT.—-Scrofula is one of the 
diseases which occur most frequently in practice; it is ob- 
served in all ages, in both sexes, and in every rank of life. 
In his recent work on the subject, (a) Mr. Bazin remarks : 
“There is not, perhaps, a single family entirely free from this 
constitutional taint.” And yet this complaint, which has been 
an object of study since the remotest periods, and which is so 
common and so dangerous, is, as the author avers, most im- 
perfectly known, and gives rise to the grossest mistakes. This 
singular anomaly is doubtless referrable to the great number 
and diversity of the symptoms and anatomical changes induced 
by scrofula, as well as to the great irregularity of its progress. 
I must, however, be permitted to observe that the errors com- 
plained of, with much reason, by Mr. Bazin, are due to the 
fact that hereditary influences are too often disregarded. In 
support of this view, I will relate a case, which illustrates the 
importance of minute inquiries, for the adoption of a peculiar 
treatment, and is not, in this respect, entirely undeserving of 
attention. 

The patient was a tailor, of mature years, who presented 
none of the external peculiarities usually ascribed to persons 
possessing the strumous diathesis, Without any known 
cause, he became subject to pain in the left foot, and a prac- 
titioner who was consulted pronounced the case to be one of 
acute rheumatism, and instituted severe antiphlogistic treat- 
ment. Venesection and local blood-letting were unsparingly 
resorted to: these measures caused the redness, pain, and 
swelling to disappear, but as soon as the man, considering 
himself cured, attempted to resume his avocations, the con- 
dition of the foot again became troublesome, and from one 
relapse to another eighteen months intervened, during which 
about 200 leeches were applied in suceession. Of course the 
diet harmonised with the remedial measures. prescribed ; 
during the attacks strict abstinence was enforced, and only 
light and sparing food was allowed in the intervals. 

When I first saw the patient, I found him in a state of 
extreme emaciation, the skin and mucous membranes had lost 
their colour, the pulse was very weak, and appetite was absent. 
He dragged himself along with the assistance of a crutch, and 


(a) Pathology and Treatment of Scrofula, 8vo. Sold by Adrien 
Delahaye ; 1861. Paris. 
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I ascertained by inspection that the foot was much swelled, and 
the integument red, probably from pressure of the shoe, as the 
redness faded away after the removal of the latter. On 
auscultation of the heart, no sounds were audible indicative of 
a cardiac complication, beyond a mere anemic souffle of a soft 
character. In this instance, the alleged rheumatic pains had 
never been general, but were always confined to the foot, a 
circumstance which pointed rather to syphilitic or strumous 
arthritis, as no traumatic origin could be assigned to the symp- 
toms. No precedents of a syphilitic taint existed in the case, 
and that supposition was immediately abandoned. As to 
scrofula, the patient bore no marks cf previous disease, it is 
true ; but his father presented unmistakeable signs of former 
strumous manifestations. This indication appeared to me to 
confirm the presumptions arising from the above circumstances, 
and as some connection might, in my opinion, be admitted to 
exist between the father’s antecedent and the son’s present 
state of health, I at once gave the patient the benefit of the 
suggestion. 

I prescribed externally iodine frictions, and gradually in- 
creasing doses of iodide of potassium ; cod-liver oil, hops, 
gentian, cinchona, chalybéates, and a generous diet were also 
resorted to. This treatment was followed by entire success, 
and two months after my first visit, the man came to see me. 
He had discarded his crutch. Shortly afterwards he returned 
to his business without discontinuing his medicines, and his 
health is now, in all respects, satisfactory. 


Movtas, Douat (Nord). 


Art. 6152. Rurnopiasty; Toe Frenon Metnop.— .... 
Towards the end of January 1861, Miss N. consulted me for 
a scirrhus which had formed in the nose. The growth 
appeared for the first time five years before this date, in the 
shape of a wart, gradually obstructed the nostril, and now 
extruded, forming an external tumour of the size of a small 
apple. On the side of the septum it was free from attach- 
ments, but adhered to the flooring of the nasal fossa, near 
the aperture, and was firmly united to the ala, the texture 
of which was invaded by the disease; the mass seemed to 
be connected with the ascending process of the maxillary 
bone, but here the exploration presented much difficulty. 

The removal of the tumour was distinctly indicated, and, 
as the patient herself was desirous of having the operation 
performed with as little delay as possible, I secured the friendly 
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assistance of Dr Monnier, of the 11th Regt., and proceeded 
as follows to the excision : 

Miss N. was placed in a sitting posture, and held by assist- 
ants ; at about 24 lines on the left side of the diseased ala, 
I first performed an incision fifteen lines in length, dividing 
the soft parts and the cartilage ; another vertical - incision, 
equal in extent to the first, and joining its upper extremity 
by a transverse cut, was then made in the cheek at some 
distance from the suspicious parts. The tumour thus circum- 
scribed within the lines of a rectangular parallelogram, was 
then detached from the upper lip, and totally eradicated, and 
the actual cautery applied to the points from which it ap- 
peared to have sprung. After the conclusion of this first 
part of the procedure, the patient was permitted to rest for 
a few moments, and a square flap was then dissected from 
the cheek, somewhat larger than was absolutely necessary to 
fill the gap we had created, in order to provide for future con- 
traction ; a quantity of cellular tissue sufficient for the nutri- 
tion of the part was preserved, the transverse artery of the 
face was secured, and the flap gently brought into contact with 
the wound, where it was fixed with eight interrupted sutures. 

A very simple dressing followed ‘this laborious operation ; 
the barrel of a pen, covered with a few shreds of oiled charpie 
was inserted into the nostril, a fenestrated compress was applied 
over the wound, and a cake of lint, supported by an appro- 
priate bandage completed the apparatus. 

It would be tedious to detail the daily progress of the case, 
but the following were the particulars which appeared most 
worthy of notice : 

Nothing deserving of record occurred on the first or second 
day, beyond the usual amount of traumatic fever and an unim- 
portant hemorrhage, which yielded to slight pressure and to 
an internal hemostatic. 

On the third day, the fever was moderate, and the flap red, 
heated, and swelled. Goulard-water was, every now and then, 
poured over the dressings, and all pressure was removed. 
Broth was prescribed twice in the day. . 

In a week all local inflammation subsided, one-half of the 
wound healed, and two ligatures were removed. The upper 
angle having shrunk a little, was supported with a strip of 
adhesive plaster, and the pressure of the bandage somewhat 
increased. At each dressing, an emollient injection was per- 
formed into the nostril, and the quill was preserved in ‘its 
place, to secure a favourable appearance of the restored organ. 
More nutritious diet was also allowed. 
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On the fifteenth day all the threads and ligatures were 
withdrawn. The naso-labial portion of the flap now exhi- 
bited a tendency to fall in, and was supported by two long 
strips of diachylon applied one across the lip, the other over 
the bridge of the nose. 

Pressure was exercised with compresses on the outer part 
of the left cheek, in order to urge it towards the nose, and 
afford additional support to the part. 

Cicatrization was entirely effected on the twenty-fifth day. 
Suppuration continued, however, within the nostril, but in 
spite of this complication, and thanks to the liberal use of 
lunar caustic, no diminution of its capacity followed. 

In the course of the fifth week, the discharge ceased from 
the nose, and the new ala, although differing in some respects 
from its regular shape, was still a considerable improvement 
to the countenance ; the natural course of the tears, olfaction, 
and respiration were restored; all pain disappeared, sleep 
was again enjoyed, and the patient owned to a general sense 
of comfort far more significant than any words can describe, 
of a great and favourable change in the entire system. 

It is obviously not in our power to assert that this satis- 
factory improvement in our patient’s condition will be lasting. 
But, if we merely take into consideration the rhinoplastic 
results, we may venture to say that the case illustrates the 
superiority of the French over the Indian mode of operation, 
although the latter has found favour with several eminent 
surgeons, amongst whom we may name Mr. Labat. As motives 
of our predilection, we may adduce that one operation is suf- 
ficient, the root of the flap not being twisted, its nutrition is 
not interfered with, the scars are linear, and the subsequent 
deformity less conspicuous. 


P. Movatns, M.D. 
Surgeon to the Hospital ef Antibes. 


ArT. 6153. Expunsion or a Leech From THE Faucus 
BY Means or Topacco Smoxe.—The penetration of a leech 
into the rectum or vagina, is a fact of no very unusual occur- 
rence. We have recorded several instances of the kind, in 
which an injection of salt and water promptly compelled the 
adventurous annelids to loosen their hold. It seems probable 
that the same solution would have a similar effect, were the 
leech to wander into the nostrils or fauces: and yet, we are 
informed by Dr. Martin, attached as physician-in-chief to the 
War-office, that in Algeria, he has very frequently resorted, 
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without success, to this plan for the removal of leeches 
swallowed by soldiers or Arabs while drinking from running 
streams. These leeches, says Dr Martin, fell away only after 
being gorged. We can readily credit this assertion, but it 
may happen otherwise, and we have much pleasure in pub- 
lishing the following letter, in which is related an interesting 
instance of the unnoticed introduction of one of these singular 
guests, and which also shows the utility of tobacco-smoke for 
their dislodgment : 


“Sir,—I beg to communicate a case which recently 
occurred in my wards, and which illustrates the advantages of 
a very simple remedy, at every practitioners’ disposal. 

“ Mohammed ben Moussa, a native of Morocco, aged thirty- 
five, was admitted into the hospital of Sig, for a sore-throat. 
For a fortnight previously, his voice had been hoarse, and he 
had expectorated copiously blood, of a red, pure, but not 
frothy appearance. With Arab patients, direct interrogation 
is of very little use to the diagnosis, especially when carried 
on through the medium of an interpreter, indifferently 
acquainted with the French language. I therefore proceeded, 
after a few questions, to auscultation of the chest, but was 
unable to detect any physical signs of tuberculosis ; neither 
did inspection of the throat afford me any clue to the origin 
of the hemorrhage. Assuming the case to be one of chronic 
laryngitis, I prescribed gargles with alum, and frictions 
with tartar emetic ointment, which produced no benefit. 
On the 23rd November, the patient had a violent fit 
of oppression, and the nurse of the ward having examined 
his throat, discovered in the deepest part of the pharynx, a 
leech, or rather the extremity of the body of one of these 
annelids. I was informed of the circumstance, and inspected 
the fauces, in hopes of being able to remove this unwelcome 
guest with a long forceps, but I failed in discovering the 
blood-sucker, and was on the point of prescribing salt and 
water and an emetic, when I reflected, that the alum-gargle 
had produced no effect, and it occurred to me to resort to an 
equally simple remedy, which I carried in my pocket. 

I presented the man with a cigar, and instructed him to 
swallow.and inhale the smoke, a recommendation which he 
followed the more easily, as this mode of smoking is the only 
one in use with the Arabs, and in a few minutes he threw up 
with a cloud of smoke an enormous leech, which died in a 
short time. 

The rivulets in Algeria swarm with leeches, and to guard 
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against swallowing them, the natives in general, place, while 
drinking, a cloth before their lips. Soldiers through neglect 
of this precaution, have often swallowed leeches, and suffered 
more or less seriously, in consequence. 


— Viurars, M.D. 
Hospital of Saint-Denis, Sig (Algeria). 


SCIENTIFIC MISCELLANEA. 


Art. 6154. AScopHony.—With the exception of Skoda, 
all pathologists consider the peculiar tremor of the voice 
which has received the name of sgophony, as characteristic 
of pleuritic effusion. The amphoric voice-sound is another 
analogous symptom on which Messrs. Barthez, Béhier, and 
Landouzy lay much stress; the last named author conceives 
that the amphoric resonance of the voice is almost as fre- 
quently met with in old as in recent effusions, and gives rise 
to numerous errors, when it is assumed to be a sign of an 
abundant collection of liquid in the pleura, as not a single 
drop may be present, or when it is considered as indicating 
extensive excavations, and yet, in fact, no tubercular matter 
exists. But whereas, Messrs. Barthez, and Behier, both 
ascribe the amphoric sound to the presence of a liquid, and 
whereas, one of ‘these gentlemen designates it by the name of 
bruit hydrique ; Mr. Landouzy contends that this quality of 
the souffle, and of the voice, is not caused by the fluid, but 
by the changes its presence induces in the condition of the 
lung, and he more than once has exhibited in his wards, 
instances of most distinct amphoric, tubular, or szgophonic 
sounds, which persisted, and acquired increased force, after the 
complete evacuation of the effusion. 

Mr. Landouzy has recently repeated this experiment for 
egophony, and has published in the Archives de Médecine, a 
case in which, after the entire removal of the liquid, by tho- 
racentesis, the souffle and egophony persisted, and were even 
more distinctly audible than before the operation, and became 
perceptible in regions in which they did not previously exist. 
This, it is true, is not always the case. In another patient, 
Mr. Landouzy found the physical signs such as they are usually 
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described—. e., he observed a marked decrease of the amphoric 
breathing and of zgophony, in proportion as the fluid escaped. 
These apparently contradictory remarks imply, in Mr Lan- 
douzy’s opinion, that the pleuritic effusion is but the indirect 
cause of the changes in the voice and in the respiratory 
sounds. | 

Thus, says he, if the lung merely suffers from pressure, and 
is not invested with tenacious false membranes, it readily 
resumes its functions after the removal of the fluid, and the 
disappearance or the considerable diminution of the morbid 
sounds are immediately obvious. But when the plastic 
secretions have a certain power of resistance, the pulmonary 
lobes are prevented from expanding, and egophony and 
bronchial respiration persist, and sometimes even become 
more evident. Again, if the false membranes have acquired 
a fibrous or cartilaginous consistency, the lung is incarcerated 
in an unelastic shell, and when the liquid has been drawn off, 
the signs discernible on auscultation, and on percussion of the 
chest, remain unchanged. The greater distinctness of the 
morbid sounds in the second case, after the evacuation of the 
fluid, can be accounted for by the fact that the lung is then in 
closer proximity to the ear. 

Mr. Landouzy, in conclusion, conceives that the explanation 
of egophony, offered by Laennec and his followers, is the 
result of incomplete inquiry, and that it is of the utmost 
importance to sap this erroneous theory, inasmuch as the 
special tremor of the voice-sound, persisting sometimes after 
the slow and spontaneous absorption of the effusion, as it 
occasionally also does after its immediate removal, Laennec’s 
view might lead to interpretations most detrimental to the 
patient, as regards diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment. 


Art. 6155. Puysicat CoNDITIONS NECESSARY FOR THE 
Sotpier.—Dr. Vincent, first-class staff physician, has recently 
published a pamphlet, which will amply repay the trouble of 
perusal. It is entitled ‘On the Choice of Soldiers ; or, an 
Inquiry into the Constitution of Men of Twenty.’ (a) The 
work begins with two quotations, which embody the opinions 
of ancient writers on the subject of recruiting ; 

“Whoever is intrusted,” says Vegetius “with the raising of 
troops, shall endeavour, above all, to discriminate, by inspec- 
tion of the eyes, countenance, and limbs, those who are best 
fitted for military duty. Men of experience know that the 


() A pamphlet, 8vo, pp. 42. Victor Rozier, Paris, 
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signs which indicate warlike aptitude in man, are as positive 
and trustworthy as those which distinguish horses and hounds 
qualified for the chase. The recruit should have a quick eye, 
an erect head, a deep chest and broad shoulders, a strong 
hand, long arms, a small stomach, a good figure, and legs and 
feet muscular, but not fleshy.” 

Machiavelli informs us that Pyrrhus required from the 
soldier a tall person ; and adds that Cesar “chose his soldiers 
by their strength of body and of heart, which may be judged 
of by height and manly appearance.” 

We should not, however, thence conclude that tall men 
enjoy exclusive privileges of power and vitality. A middle- 
sized, but well-formed and well-balanced structure, allowance 
being made for a certain waste of strength, consequent on the 
shortening of the bones and smaller size of the muscles, which 
is, besides, often more than compensated by increased rapidity 
and precision of movement, is, according to Mr. Vincent, very 
little inferior in active results to the most largely-developed 
organism. ‘The same remark applies to individual energy and 
resistance to “morbid influences, which forcibly decreases with 
the scale of height, and is frequently counterbalanced by in- 
creased moral and vital reaction in men of average stature. 

In collecting together in a synoptical table, which we shall 
presently reproduce, the physical characters the medical officer 
attached to recruiting boards should always have present in 
his mind, Mr. Vincent has, perhaps, somewhat exaggerated, for 
the sake of securing a better supply of men to the army, the 
terms which sufficiently express a good constitution. In this, 
however, the Author strictly conforms to the spirit and letter 
of the instructions issued by the War-office for the admission 
of soldiers. The following is his description, drawn with a 
masterly hand : 

“The height variable, but the figure well-knit and propor- 
tionate to the corresponding average weight of the body ; a 
symmetrical form, without obesity or thinness ; a well-shaped 
head, supplied with healthy hair, and supported on a vigor- 
ous neck, free from goitrous prominence or scrofulous scars ; 
a complexion moderately high, indicative of the integrity of 
the functions of the senses and of the brain; a full, free, and 
sonorous voice ; a healthy digestion, locally attested by softness 
of the abdomen, and, generally, by average plumpness ; easy 
and deep respiration, calm and regular pulse ; the body vigor- 
ous and flexible, well-set, and displaying, by the depth of 
the chest, the breadth of the shoulders, the smallness of the 
waist, and the size of the hips, the healthy condition of the 


Ant. 6156. (34) 


frame, of its coverings and contents; the limbs well-attached, 
straight, and muscular, terminating in extremities large or 
delicate, according to condition or race, but always entire, 
strong and free ; the skin firm without roughness, more or less 
hairy, destitute of any marks of constitutional taint or de- 
formed cicatrices ; white, pink, or brown in colour, but not 
livid; venous development of the integument natural, with- 
out varicose enlargements or lymphatic patches; muscular 
strength adequately marked; manhood fully developed ; 
external appearances equilibrated, so as to indicate the regu- 
lar accomplishment of all the functions of the body ;—such is, 
in our opinion, the methodically arranged list of the outward 
signs of a healthy constitution in a man at the age of twenty, 
fit for military service. . 


Art. 6156. Ureruritis; Mr. VeLprau’s OPINION ON THE 
Nature oF Vucetations—The Journal de Médecine de 
Bruxelles relates that a young man, aged nineteen, applied to 
Professor Thiry to be relieved of numerous vegetations seated 
round the anus, and of simple gonorrhcea of five weeks’ 
standing. ‘The discharge from the urethra was of mucous ap- 
pearance and moderate in quantity ; the vegetations were con- 
sidered as the result of irritation consequent on inattention to 
cleanliness. The surgeon of Hospital St Pierre resorted to the 
following treatment: The vegetations were removed by ex- 
cision, the wounds touched with lunar caustic, and dressed 
with the iodide of lead pomade. For.the urethritis, Mr Thiry 
prescribed : 

K Pip. cubebee, 3). 
Aluminis exsiccati, 3ss. 
M. Divide in chartulas, xx. Three powders to be taken every day. 
hk Acid tannici, gr. xxx. 
Aq. destill., Jiv. 
Three injections daily. 


A fortnight after his first application, the patient was cured. 

The cause of vegetations is somewhat obscure, and we take 
the present opportunity of offering a few remarks on this 
subject, which engaged Professor Velpeau’s attention at one of 
his recent lectures. Some persons, said the Professor, believe 
these excrescences to be the consequence of venereal disease ; 
but, in many instances, they are assuredly entirely unconnected 
with syphilis. In the case we have just related, neglect of 
common cleanliness had eaused their development; but they 
may sometimes form in the most nice and careful persons. It 
is an acknowledged fact that, during gestation, vegetations 
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occasionally arise around the anus and vulva, and sponta- 
neously disappear after parturition. Mr. Ancelet, of Wailly- 
sur-Aisne, published in 1860, an interesting pamphlet on this 
question. (a) Hence, we may conclude that vegetations may 
originate in various causes, and should be treated in a manner 
appropriate to their supposed nature. Mr. Velpeau, like 
Mr Thiry, removes with scissors the largest excrescences which 
external applications would doubtless fail to cure, cauterises 
the little wounds consequent on the operation with nitrate of 
silver, and several times a day causes the diseased surface to 
be dusted with equal parts of alum and savin powder. 

Pledgets of lint, covered with the same preparation, are also 
applied over the parts, and the smaller vegetations speedily fade 
away. We recently saw at La Charité two young girls, who 
had been admitted into the wards for enormous warty vege- 
tations around the anus. The above treatment was instituted, 
and, with the assistance of astringent lotions, a complete cure 
was effected in each case. 

In pregnant women, as excision or cauterisation with acids 
might bring on a miscarriage, Mr. Ancelet recommends the 
surgeon to confine himself during the period of gestation to the 
local application of savin, calcined alum, and sesquioxide of 
iron. 

_ If this method fails in destroying the growths, and should 
they not spontaneonsly subside after the accouchement, it will 
at least have the advantage of allowing the practitioner to 
wait for a more fitting time for operation. 


Art. 6157. RanuLa CURED BY CAUTERISATION WITH THE 
CHLORIDE oF Zinc Paste,—The enlargement of the submax- 
illary gland constitutes the condition termed ranula, and has 
been treated by various procedures, which all have proved 
occasionally successful. Excision, injection, the button inserted 
permanently by Dupuytren, Mr. Jobert’s hem-suture, electri- 
city, and the actual cautery, have been, and are still, resorted 
to with more or less satisfactory results. In some instances, 
however, these various methods fail, and much embarrassment 
may be experienced when the-parietes of the tumour are in a 
diseased state, or when the cyst is plurilocular. Dr. Philipeaux 
of Lyons, relates in the local Medical Gazette a case in point, 
in which he had recourse, with much advantage, to cauteriza- 
tion of the inner parts of the mass with the chloride of zinc 
paste. 





(a) Savy, Paris, 1860. 
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The patient was a lady, who for five years had been afflicted 
with ranula. The tumour had acquired the size of a walnut, 
and was treated unavailingly three years before by the 
methods of the double-button, setons, and injections. As the 
growth was infiltrated with pus, and was lacerated by the 
slightest pressure, autoplasty was inapplicable, and Mr. Philip- 
eaux. determined on trying the effects of cauterization. He 
began by paring off with curved scissors the fungous textures 
beneath the tongue, carefully avoiding inflicting any injury 
on the ranine arteries. A septum which divided the cavity 
was then broken down, and a piece of chloride of zinc paste, 
rolled round a cotton pledget of the size of the finger, was 
introduced, and left for three hours within the tumour. Con- 
siderable pain and inflammation followed ; but in forty-eight 
hours the swelling decreased, and a few spoonfuls of beef-tea 
were swallowed. On the fourth day, March 12, some super- 
ficial eschars were removed, the tumefaction greatly subsided, 
and soups were allowed. The suppuration increased in quan- 
tity, and the cyst contracted to that degree that it became im- 
possible to insert, not only the finger, but even a large sized 
metallic catheter. 

In order to complete the cure, and induce adhesion of the 
walls of the sac, lunar caustic was vigorously applied, and in 
three days the mortified parts were detached. 

From this time forward, the size of the tumour rapidly 
diminished ; every morning a small probe was inserted into 
the orifice to prevent its closing. This result was attained, 
and at the end of March the patient left Lyons almost 
entirely cured. No trace now remains of the disease ; food is 
masticated without difficulty, and Mrs. N. complains only of 
some slight inconvenience on the left side of the tongue, caused 
by the cicatrix, which now occupies the place of the anterior 
wall of the cyst. (a) 


(a) Chloride of zinc paste is a powerful caustic, at present in much 
favour with surgeons. We intend, at an early opportunity, to refer to 
it at some length.—TuxE Epiror. 
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PRESCRIPTIONS AND FORMULAS, 


Art. 6158. Piryriasis Caprtis; Mr. Harpy’s TREATMENT. 
—Pityriasis is an obstinate cutaneous affection, especially dis- 
agreeable to women, as it materially alters the appearance of 
the hair. 

Mr. Hardy recommends the hair to be cut short, and emol- 
lient lotions and oily embrocations to be applied to the skin, 
in order to remove its morbid dryness. Somewhat later, he 
prescribes ablutions with soap-suds, which he prefers to solu- 
tions of the carbonates of soda or potash. But he derives pecu- 
liar benefit from sulphurous baths and pomades. The oint- 
ment he has found most successful consists of 

Adipis, Jj. 
Flor. sulphuris, gr. xv. 

He also speaks highly of the local application of nitric acid ; 
his mildest pomade is the following : 

“Adipis, 3j. 
Acid. nitric., gr. xv. 

When applied night and morning, this preparation effectu- 
ally removes the scales. 

Sulphurous compounds internally, and strict diet, an import- 
ant element in the management of skin-disease, and total 
abstinence from highly-seasoned food, complete the treatment, 


Art, 6159. Anau Eryruema In EARLY INFANCY 3; Mar: 
CURIAL Lotions; StarcH anp BismutH Powprer. — The 
Medical Times states that Dr Belly has used with benefit for 
this disease, lotions with lime-water, containing one or two 
grains of corrosive sublimate to the ounce. This is not a new 
method ; we have had personal experience of it for fifteen 
years, and then adopted it at the suggestion of Professor N, 
Guillot, who was in the habit of prescribing 

Lime-water, Oij. 

Bichloride of mercury, 3ss. 
to be used in local baths and ablutions, four or five times a 
day. 

Vir Guillot further remarked at the time that the erythema 
of the anal region and nates, is often attended by much swell- 
ing, and is invariably connected with the passage of green and 
acid motions, to contact with which the irritation of the skin 
is distinctly referrable. This condition of the bowels being de- 
pendent on improper diet, it is necessary promptly to remedy 
the latter, either by giving a wet-nurse to the infant, or chang- 
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ing the nurse, if there is any reason to suppose that her supply 
of milk is deficient, or of poor quality. — 

This wise and decisive measure is alone sufficient to check 
the eruption in many cases ; mercurial lotions are, however, 
always extremely useful, and also absorbing powders, the best 
of which, perhaps, consists in equal parts of starch and _tris- 
nitrate of bismuth. 


Art. 6160. 
LEARNED SOCIETIES. 


ACADEMY OF ScrmNces.—We stated in our last number 
(p. 555), that Mr. Sédillot had forwarded a letter to the Aca- 
demy, in which he intimated that the formidable symptoms 
occasionally observed after unimportant operations performed 
on the urethra, could scarcely occur without some slight in- 
jury having been inflicted on the mucous membrane, and that 
infiltration was the consequence of such excoriations. To 
avert this perilous accident, he recommended a catheter to be 
left for a couple of days in the duct, whenever the passage of 
an instrument has been followed by any sanguinolent oozing. 
Mr. Mercier, viewing the subject as one of very great import- 
ance, related a case which seems to point to conclusions diffe- 
rent from those arrived at by Mr. Sédillot, inasmuch as 
although the symptoms observed indicated urinous poisoning, 
a fact which there appears no reason to doubt, the absorption 
took place by another channel than the alleged excoriations of 
the urethra. 

Mr. Mercier’s patient was a Brazilian student, suffering from 
a stricture of the bulbous region. The introduction of very 
slender bougies had been necessary to overcome the constric- 
tion, and remedy retention of urine. The operation was per- 
formed without much difficulty, the urine escaped in drops, 
without any appearance whatever of blood, and the case 
was proceeding very satisfactorily, when the most appalling 
phenomena suddenly supervened, which baffled the skill of 
the medical attendants. In this instance, during the whole 
course of the symptoms, the bladder remained empty, and 
Mr Mercier attributes the urinous poisoning, which ended in 
so calamitous a manner, to suppression of the secretion, and 
uremia, both consequent on acute inflammation of the kidneys. 
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Mr Mercier opines that this case shows how powerless the 
presence of a catheter, permanently left in the urethra, must be 
to avert renal disease, and that even in supposing the mucous 
membrane to have been slightly excoriated, the method recom- 
mended by Mr Sédillot would be but an ineffective barrier 
against urinous absorption. For twenty years, Mr Mercier, 
like Mr, Sédillot, has resorted to urethrotomy for organic 
strictures of a fibrous nature, and has never met with any bad 
consequences from the practice. 

This communication, together with a note from Mr. Maison- 
neuve, who claims as his own the theory propounded by 
Mr Sédillot, was referred to a committee consisting of Messrs 
Jobert and Velpeau. 

AcapeMy oF MerpicinE.—The following is the result of the 
competition for the prizes for the year 1861, and the list of 
the subjects proposed by the Academy for the years 1862 and 
1863. The learned reporter, Mr. Robin, annual secretary of 
the Academy, before reading the names of the successful 
candidates, delivered some judicious remarks, in which, break- 
ing through the trammels of official tradition, he pointed out 
the necessity of leaving more latitude to the competitors, and 
widening the too contracted circle, in which the programme of 
the Academy has hitherto confined their labours. 


Prizes ADJUDGED In 1861. 


Prize of the Academy.—“ Disinfectants and their A ppli- 
cation to Therapeutics.” Value of the prize, 407. This prize 
was not awarded to any of the candidates, but : 

1, As a recompense, 28/. were adjudged to Mr. Chalvet, 
interne at the Hospital Saint-Louis. 

2. And 12/. to Dr. O. Réveil. 

3. An honourable mention was also granted to Mr Teniob. 

Ciwrieux Prize.—“ Angina Pectoris.” Value, 807. 

Fourteen papers were presented on this subject, none of 
which appeared deserving of the prize. As an encourage- 
ment,— 

1, A sum of 20/. was granted to Dr. Ullersperger, of Munich, 
(Bavaria). 

2. An equal sum to Dr. Therry, of Langon (Gironde). 

3. Also 20/. to Dr. Marland, jun., of Lucon (Vendée). 

4, And a similar reward to Mr. Savalle, of Freneuse 
(Seine et Oise). 

Capuron Prize.—1. A Question relative to Obstetrics. “Of 
the Influence of the Diseases of Pregnant Women, on the 
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Constitution and Health of their Offspring.” Value 407. None 
of the six memoirs handed in to the Academy having been 
deemed worthy of the prize, an encouragement of 202. was 
granted to Dr. Bourgeois, of Tourcoing (Nord). 

2. A Question Relative to Mineral Waters.—This prize 
(402.) was adjudged to Messrs. Durand-Fardel, Lebret, and 
Lefort, the Authors of the General Dictionary of Mineral 
Waters and Medical Hydrology. 

Itard Prize (1201.) to be awarded to the Author of “the 
best book or paper on Practical Medicine or Therapeutics.” 
None of the six works presented for competition having 
appeared deserving of the full prize, the Academy awarded : 

1. A sum of 602. to Dr. Cazin, of Boulogne-sur-Mer, for his 
Practical Treatise on Indigenous Medicinal Plants. 

2. A like sum of 60/. to Dr. Friedberg, Fellow of the 
Faculty of Medicine of Berlin (Prussia), for his Memoir on 
Muscular Paralysis. 

An honourable mention was, moreover, granted to Dr. Lié- 

geard, of Caen, for his work on Puerperal Convulsions. 
. Amussat Prize (401.), to be awarded to the Author of “such 
anatomical and experimental investigations as shall have 
realised or prepared the most important progress in surgical 
therapeutics.” This prize was adjudged to Dr. Ollier, of 
Lyons, for his memoirs on Osseous Ingraftings and the Deve- 
lopment of the Bones of the Limbs. 

Vaccination.—A prize of 601. was divided between Dr. 
Dubreuilh, of Bordeaux, Dr. Verdier, of Barre oped) and 
Dr. Nier, of Privas (Ardéche). 

Gold medals were further handed to four persons, and 
silver medals to one hundred. 

Epidemics.—The Academy granted medals in gold, silver, 
and bronze, to nineteen gentlemen, and twelve honourable 
mentions to practitioners intrusted with the sanitary supervi- 
sion of their districts. 

Inspectors of Mineral Waters. — The Academy awarded 
silver and bronze medals to nine, and honourable mentions to 
four inspectors of thermal establishments. 


Prizes PROPOSED FOR THE YEAR 1862. 


Prize of the Academy.—“To determine, by clinical obser- 
vation—1l. The natural progress of the various kinds of pneu- 
monia, in the different physiological conditions of the body. 
2. The comparative value of. expectation in the treatment of 
the above diseases. 

‘Value of the prize, 407. 
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Portal Prize.-—“ Vascular obstructions of the circulating 
system of the lungs, and the practical applications which they 
suggest—. e., study, by positive observation, the various species 
of sanguineous concretions which may obstruct the vessels of 
the pulmonary circulation, investigate their causes, describe 
their immediate effects, and their wlterior consequences ; 
ascertain the mechanism of the cure of ‘these morbid con- 
ditions, determine their pathognomonic signs, and state the 
treatment.they require.” | 

Value of the prize, 241. . 

Cwrieux Prize.“ Determine the sharé of moral influence 
in the treatment of nervous diseases.” 

Value of the prize, 807, ; 

Capuron Prize.—“ Of pemphigus in new-born infants.” 

Value of the prize, 40/. . 

Barbier Prize.—Value, 1601. 

The Academy reminds candidates for this prize that the 
object of the founder was to proniote the discovery of effica- 
cious remedies for diseases hitherto reputed incurable (rabies, 
‘epilepsy, cancer, cholera, &c.) No other maladies but these 
are, therefore, included in the programme. 

The competition has an essentially practical purpose ; mere 
theoretical views or disquisitions must, therefore, be most 
-sparingly-propounded. ? 

Orjita Prize.—This prize is not divisible, and the subject. 
proposed may bear on a question of toxicology, or on one of 
the other branches of forensic medicine. 

The Academy proposes anew the question of poisonous 
mushrooms, and words it as follows :— 

1. Give the general practical characteristics of poisonous 
mushrooms, and more especially those appreciable by the 
public ; ascertain the influence of the climate, aspect, soil, 
cultivation, and season on the dangers of their ingestion. 

2. Inquire into the possibility of neutralizing, or removing, 
from mushrooms their poisonous principles, and ascertain 
what takes place in the decomposition, or transformation they 
have undergone. 

3. Study the action of poisonous mushrooms on the human 
body, the means of preventing it, and the appropriate 
remedies. 

4. State the indications consequent on the above-mentioned 
investigations, of a nature to enlighten toxieolozy, 

Value of the prize, 1602. 

VOL. XXXII. D 
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Prizes PRoposep For THE YEAR 1863. 


Prize of the Academy.—The Academy proposes for compe- 
tition the following question :— | 

“ Carbuncular disease in man and in animals.” 

Value of the prize, 407. 

Portal Prize.—“ Dyspepsia.” 

Value of the prize, 407. 

Capuron Prize.—-Obstetrics. “ Estimation of the compa- 
rative advantages and disadvantages of turning, and of the 
application of the forceps, in malformation of the pelvis.” 

Value of the prize, 407. | 

Lefevre Prize.—“ Melancholy.” 

Value of the prize, 801. 

Amussat Prize.—To be awarded to the author of anato- 
mical researches and experiments, which shall have realized 
or prepared the most important progress in surgical thera- 
peutics. 

Papers previously rewarded by the Imperial Academy of 
Medicine, or by the Academy of Sciences, are excluded from 
the present competition. 

Value of the prize, 407. 

Barbier Prize.—(See above the conditionsof the competition.) 

Value of the prize, 2407. 

Argenteuil Prize.—This prize, which is awarded every six 
years only, will be adjudged to the author of the most 
important improvement introduced in the treatment of 
strictures of the urethra during this fourth period (1856— 
1862), or to the author of the most valuable improvement, 
during these six years, in the treatment of other diseases of 
the urinary organs. : 

Value, 4807. 

Note. The papers must be forwarded to the Academy 
before the Ist of March, 1862, and be written in French or 
in Latin. 

- Any candidate who may have directly, or indirectly, made 
himself known, will be, 7pso facto, excluded from the com- 
petition. ; 

Candidates for the prizes, founded by Messrs. Itard d’Argen- 
teuil, Barbier, and Amussat, are exonerated from this con- 
dition ; and likewise, competitors for the prize founded by 
Mr. Capuron on the subject of mineral waters. 
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Art. 6161. Traité théorique et pratique des maladies des 
yeux (Theoretical and practical treatise on diseases of the 
eyes), by Ch. Deval, M.D., Professor of Ocular Surgery (1). 

.Of all the branches of the healing art, to which the term 
speciality has been applied, ocular surgery is assuredly that 
which has, of late, most rapidly progressed. No part of 
science is, in this respect,.more deserving of attention, espe- 
cially since Helmotz’s valuable discovery has supplied the 
practitioner with the means of inspecting parts of the eye 
hitherto sheltered from his investigation. If we reflect on 
the splendid results of this admirable instrument of diagnosis, 
and on the more precise knowledge acquired by modern 
surgeons, we may safely assert that a new and truly scientific 
era has commenced for ocular pathology. Who would venture 
to compare the present state of science with its condition 
ten or fifteen years ago? This unintermitted progress has 
exercised, however, on the works which treat of diseases of 
the eyes the easily to be conceived effect of rapidly rendering 
them obsolete, and certain publications, which at a very recent 
date, were justly considered as authorities on the subject, 
have ceased to represent the actual state of our knowledge. 

We were, therefore, much gratified at finding that Dr. Deval, 
a gentleman well-known to the readers of the present Journal, 
had undertaken for Ophthalmology the same task that 
Dr. Cazeaux ‘so ably performed for Obstetrics — namely, of 
placing in the hands of the profession a theoretical and 
practical treatise on diseases of the eyes, which may, without 
partiality, be viewed as the latest, if not the final exposition of 
ophthalmological science. ‘ 

The important volume before us has been ushered in by the 
Treatise on Amaurosis and the Compendium of Ocular Sur- 
gery, of the same Author, and is the result of inquiries assi- 
duously prosecuted for twenty years in France, and abroad in 
Italy, England, and Germany. Conversant from his earliest 
years with the practice and language of the most eminent pro- 
fessors of the latter country, Mr. Deval has been enabled to 
impart to us a full knowledge of what is done in that favoured 
land of ophthalmology, and has further derived much valuable 
information from the dispensary which he has for seventeen 
years directed in Paris, and where numerous patients are an- 
nually admitted. 





(1) One vol. roy. 8vo. pp. 1056, with 44 diagrams, and 12 engravings. 
Albessard and Bérard, publishers, 8, Rue Guénegaud, Paris. Price 12s. 
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The new Treatise is divided into four sections, entitled as 
follows : 

Book I.—General remarks on the Diagnosis and Treatment 
of Ocular Affections. ? 

Book II.—Diseases of the Eye-ball. 

Book I[I.—Diseases of the Appendages of the Eye. 

Book IV.—Deformities ; Traumatic injuries; Artificial 
Eyes. 

In a comprehensive introduction, the Author places the 
reader in possession of the most recent and important acquisi- 
tions on the subject of the functioris 6f the organs of vision. 

The first chapter of Book I. tréats in succession of the 
examination of the eye, with or without a magnifying glass, of 
the application of the senses of téuch, and hearing to the diag- 
nosis of ocular disease, of oblique iflumination, and of ophthal- 
moscopic exploration. This novel mode of investigation 
required some detail, and accordingly we find—1. Theoretical 
remarks, with numerous diagrams, for the proper interpreta- 
tion of the mechanism of the procedure. 2. A Chapter on 
Mirrors and lenses. 3. Explanations on the use of the instru- 
ment. 4. A description and delineation of the ophthalmoscopes 
most generally adopted, and of the apparatus preferred by the 
author. Mr. Deval then expatiates on the functional or physio- 
logical symptoms, on the nature of phosphenes, &c. Under the 
heading of Supplementary Notes, the various diseases are viewed 
with respect to the influence of age, sex, constitution, diathesis, 
hereditary transmission, professions, dwellings, climates, con- 
tagion, intermittence, &c. One section is devoted to feigned 
maladies, and to ocular disease, with regard to exoneration 
from military duty. The ministerial decrees on the subject 
are recorded, and this important question, on which other 
works on ophthalmology are entirely silent, is fully discussed 
and elucidated. 

Desirous, above all, of imparting to his book a practical 
character, Dr. Deval lays especial stress on all points connected 
with therapeutics. In addition to a description of the treat- 
ment which follows the history of each disease, Chapter IT 
of Book I, contains general observations, which may be classed 
as follows: I. Remedies belonging to General Therapeutics, 
such as blood-letting, counter-irritants, Bonnet’s subcutaneous 
cauterization, dotted cauterization as applied by Messrs. Guérin 
and Sedillot, aperients, mercurials, the black oxide of copper, 
polygala senega, extract of conium, sulphate of quinine, 
mineral waters, &c. 2. Topical remedies, for instar ce, 
collyria, douches, pomades, powders, insolation of the eye, 
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according to Langenbeck’s method, &c. 3. Surgical pro- 
cedures (special exercises of the organ, artificial cataract, instru- 
ments, attitude of the patient and surgeon during operations, 
dressing, after-treatment, anesthetics, &. 4. Hygienic 
remedies (palpebral occlusion, shades, coloured glasses, &c.) 
All formulas presenting any character of utility, are entered 
in this part of the volume. 

The various inflammations which can attack the eye-ball 
are presented in one group; and a separate section treats of 
ophthalmia due to specific causes, and its diagnosis. 

A very long chapter is consecrated to affections of the lens 
and its appendages ; their symptoms are minutely described, 
the advantages derivable from the use of the microscope are 
expatiated on, and the medical and surgical treatment most 
fully expounded. Linear Keratotomy, division of the anterior 
segment of the capsule are carefully depicted, and the latter 
procedure, of easy performance, places the operation of cata- 
ract within the reach of every practitioner. 

The obvious connection of affections of the choroid so 
those of the retina justifies their being presented in the same 
chapter. Here the reader will meet with Mr. De Graefé’s 
opinions on the nature and treatment of glaucoma. The 
numerous varieties of amaurosis are classed according to their 
origin, which greatly influences their symptoms, and should 
have much weight in the choice of a curative method. The 
author thus examines, in succession, chlorotic, rheumatic, vene- 
real, hysterical, albuminuric, diphtheritic, verminous, and 
saturnine amaurosis, — pennies out the means of diserimi- 
nation. 
Another section is Aone to the description of the optical - 
instruments in common use, spectacles, their choice and scale 
of strength, panoptic and Stenopean glasses, &e. 

Mr. Bowman’s procedures for the treatment of diseases of 
the lachrymal apparatus are recorded, and also the destruction 
of the sac, with Canquoin’s caustic, as practised by the author. 
He then describes the artificial eye, explains the precautions 
necessary in its use, and the principles according to which it 
should be selected ; for this chapter, Dr. Deval secured the 
assistance of persons especially engaged in the manufacture 
of the best appliances of the kind. 

Although the subject-matter is offered to the public in 
one volume, it is printed in such small type that two thick 
volumes might easily have been formed. Many subjects, which 
in other works are barely alluded to, are here fully treated, 
and others of a perfectly novel character are introduced. We 
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may, for instance, mention the signs of death supplied by 
examination of the eyes, the influence of progressive ataxic, 
disease of the muscles on the accomplishment of vision, 
cauterization of the conjunctiva over the sclerotic for paralysis 
of the third and sixth pairs of nerves, chromhydrosis, &e. 

The illustrations are of three orders :— 

1. Forty-four diagrams are interspersed in the text, in ex- 
planation of operative procedures. 

2. Six lithographs represent the instruments in their proper 
size. 

3. Six coloured plates, designed and painted by Dr. J. de 
Grandmont, are devoted to the diseases revealed by the oph- 
thalmoscope, maladies of which mere drawings would convey 
but a faint idea, and Joger’s standard of vision or typographic 
scale, indispensable to the oculist, is reproduced at the end of 
the volume. 

It will be obvious that the author has strained every effort 
to supply an exposition as complete as possible of the present 
state of science, and that few works, if any, can compete with 
his in this respect. Mr. Deval’s diction is at once simple and 
elegant, and this publication assigns to him a conspicuous 
place amongst the most eminent of our modern professors of 
ophthalmology.—Guyomar, M.D. 


Art. 6162. 
MISCELLANEA. 


— The latest official account of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius, 
by Mr. Palmieri, Director of the Meteorological Observatory at 
Naples, is of the 3rd instant. At that date, the mephitic exhala- 
tions had become more frequent at Resina and Bosco, and killed 
many animals, and even a few men. In the Church of Our Lady 
of Pugliano, at Resina, carbonic acid was evolved in such quantities, 
that the congregation could not kneel down without danger. At 
Torre del Greco, a new phenomenon was attracting attention—viz., 
the appearance of a thermal spring, close to the sea-shore. The 
water of this spring marks 33 deg. centigrade (92 deg. Fahr.) The 
soil, which had risen many days ago, did not give any sign of 
sinking down again to its former level. The ashes seem to be very 
hurtful to garden-produce ; they contain chlorides and soluble gul- 
phates, with a small quantity of free muriatic acid. 
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— Physicians attached to the Hospitals of Paris retire, in 
accordance with the regulations of the administration, at the age of 
sixty-five, and Surgeons at the age of sixty, from active duty. In 
consequence of this rule, the following changes have taken place 


on the Ist of January, in the Medical and Surgical Hospital 
Staffs: — 


MeEpicaL WaRDs: 
H6tel Dieu—Dr Vigla appointed, vice Dr Guérard, who retires 
as Honorary Physician of the Hospitals. 
Municipal Hospital—Dr Cazalis. 
Asylum for Aged Women—Dr Charcot. 
La Pitié—Dr Sée, vice Dr Gendrin, who retires as Honorary 
Physician, 
Beaujon—Dr Laille. 
Saint-Antoine—Dr Bernard. 
Hospital for Infancy—Dr Labrie. 
_ La Charité—Dr N. Guillot, xce Dr Briquet, who retires as 
Honorary Physician, 
Hospital Necker—Dr Laségue. 
Hospital Saint-Antoine—Dr Woillez. 
Asylum for Aged Women—Dr Vulpian. 


SURGICAL WARDS: 
Hotel Dieu—Mr Maisonneuve, vice Mr Robert, who retires as 
Honorary Surgeon. 
La Pitié—Mr Gosselin. 
Beaujon—Mr Morel-Lavallée 
Necker—Mr Desormeaux. 
Cochin—Mr A. Guéyin. 


— Dr Tardieu, by a recent decree, has been named Professor of 
Forensic Medicine at the Faculty of Paris. 


— The Presse Médicale Belge reprints, trom the columns of the 
Gazetta Medica Italiana, a letter,in which Professor Spérino, of 
Turin, alludes to the importance which paracentesis is destined to 
assume, at some future day, in the treatment of cataract. 

The practical studies which this eminent Author has for some 
years instituted, on the results of puncture in various diseases of 
the eyeball, have induced him, he says, to try its effects in cataract. 
The facts he has observed in his private and hospital practice have 
shown that the evacuation of the aqueous humour every day, or 
even every second or third day, gradually restores the transparency 
of the crystalline lens, and ultimately re-establishes the visual 
function, It is interesting to watch the substitution of transparent 
for opaque materials, under the influence of the frequent renova- 
tion of the aqueous humour, and to witness the happiness of the 
patients at the progressive return of sight. 

Mr. Spérino merely states his discovery for the present ; he will 
soon publish his cases, together with the principles which have 
guided his conduct, his method of treatment, its influence in the 


Art. 6162. (48) 


different kinds of cataract, and the general results of his observa- 
tion. 

When a complete result is not attained, says Mr Spérino, by the 
mere evacuation of the aqueous humour, the operation has, never- 
theless, a beneficial action on the vascular system of the eye, and 
places the patient in circumstances more favourable to the success 
of couching, or extraction of the cataract. 

Mr. Spérino concludes his letter with an invitation to Mr. 
Borelli, the Director of the Gazetta Italiana, to visit his patients, in 
order that he may see for himself, and share in the writer's 
personal convictions and hopes as to the ultimate success of the 
method. 


— Mr. Becquerel has for many years been engaged in endeavours 
to reproduce natural minerals and crystals, by electric action with 
feeble currents. For these he has now substitued, with important 
results, intense currents, at a high tension. From silicate of potash, 
he has produced beautiful opals, hydrophanes, and other crystals, 
precisely similar to those supplied by Nature ; from the hydrate 
of ammonia, he indulges a hope that he may obtain the topaz, 
corundum, and sapphire. 


— The jurisprudence with regard to magnetism is still unsettled. 
The greater number of judgments are of a negative character, and 
do not assimilate the practice to swindling. A judgment of the 
Criminal Chamber of the Court of Cassation, of December 12th, 
decrees that when magnetic sleep is proved to have been feigned, 
the parties are guilty of swindling. 

The Judge, moreover, is bound to add to the penalty that 
decreed by the law for the illegal practice of medicine. 


— At its last sitting, the Academy of Sciences renewed its 
Officers for the year 1862. Mr. Duhamel, the Vice-President of 
last year, assumed the Presidency by right, and Professor Velpeau 
was elected Vice-President, after a severe contest with Mr. Balard. 
Mr. Milne-Edwards, the late President, according to custom, gave an 
account of the state of the Academy at the end of the year. The 
obituary was heavy, comprising Messrs Cordier, Berthier, Isidore, 
Geoffroy St Hilaire, and Mr. Tiedeman, a foreign associate. 


-— We learn with much regret that Dr. Martin, Professor of the 
Sck.ool of Medicine of Besangon, and principal Physician of the 
Hospital of that city, has recently died. His works on Entomology 
are well known to the students of that science. 


For the articles not signed, 
H. Cuartiovu, Chief Editor. 


= 


-The Journal of Practical Medicine Advertiser. 


THE-TECHNOLOGIST 
A Monruty ReEcorD oF ScIENCE APPLIED To ART AND MANUFACTURE. 


Edited by P. L. SIMMONDS, F.S.S., | 
Author of ‘“‘The Commercial Products of the Vegetable Kingdom,” ‘‘A 
Dictionary of Trade Products,” ‘‘The Curiosities of Food,” &c. — 


‘¢‘This useful periodical has just completed its first volume, and may now 
be said to have fairly established its claims to the patronage of that portion 
of the public especially interested in the subjects which it discusses. On 
glancing over the contents of the volume, we find nearly ninety articles, 
a great many of which treat of the various products of the animal, vegetable 
and mineral kingdoms, and contain much information that is of importance 
to the medical man. The Editor, who is already so well known by his 
writings on kindred subjects, has ably performed his task, and many of the 
articles are from his pen. To both the general and professional reader 
this magazine will afford a mine of interesting and valuable information.” — 
‘ Lancet.’ 

: London : Kent & Co., Paternoster row. 





8vo, with Illustrations, 14s. 
ON THE DISEASES OF THE KIDNEY: 
cies Their Pathology, Diagnosis, and Treatment. - 
By GEORGE JOHNSON, M.D. Lond., Physician to King’s College Hospital. 
London : Parker, Son, and Bourne, West Strand. 


Now ready, post 8vo, price 12s. 6d. 
THE SIGNS AND DISEASES OF PREGNANCY 
By T. H. TANNER, M.D., Assistant-Physician for the 
Diseases of Women and Children to King’s College Hospital, &c. _ 
London : Henry Renshaw, 356 Strand. | . 





Just published, price Is., post-free. 


INCONTINENCE OF URINE, ITS NATURE, CAUSHKS, 
AND TREATMENT, 
Containing an Abstract of the Author’s Papers on this subject in the 
‘Lancet,’ &c. 
By W. ABBOTTS SMITH, M.D., M.R.C.P. Lond., Senior Physician to the 
City Dispensary, Assistant-Physician to the Metropolitan Free Hospital, &c. 


London: H. K. Lewis, 15 Gower street North, W.C. 





Now ready, price 2s. 6d., with 26 Wood Engrayings. 


THE PORTABLE GYMNASIUM. 


A Manual of Exercises for Self-instruction in Home Gymnastics. 


By FR. GUSTAV ERNST, Orthopedic, Anatomical, and Gymnastic 
-Machinist, &e. 


19 Calthorpe street, London, W.C. — . 
DR COSTELLO’S CYCLOPADIA OF PRACTICAL 
SURGERY. 

This Cyclopedia forms connected Series of Monographs, presenting, for the 
first time in our language, information complete, in every department of 
Surgery, and forming in itself a Library for the Practitioner and Student. 
It consists of 30 parts, or 3,000 pages, in double column. Royal 8vo., 
illustrated by 1,500 engravings in wood and steel. Sold at the Office, 5 Grey- 
stoke place, Fetter lane, Fleet street, price 4/7. 4s. Only 480 copies remain 
unsold. | (0) 





‘The Journal of Practical Medicine Advertiser. 
GELIS AND CONTES LACTATE OF IRON 
3 SWEETMEATS,  —— ees 
Approved of by the Academy of Medicine of Paris. 





Gélis and Conté’s Sweetmeats, which secure the advantage of the exhibition a 


of iron in its most easily assimilable form, in the agreeable shape of a sweet- 


meat, have been honoured with the approbation of the Academy, after _ - 


numerous experiments instituted by a committee consisting. of Messrs. 
Bouillaud and Fourquier, Professors of Clinical Medicine at the Faculty of 
Paris, and Bailly, Physician of the Hospital of La Charité. The academical 
reports state that this preparation was easily borne in all cases, . . . that 
the patients under experiment benefited by its use, and were all in a most 
satisfactory condition when discharged from hospital, and clinical research 
assigns to it the foremost place among the most useful ferruginous preparations. — 

Numerous subsequent researches, amongst which we may mention the 

important physiological and pathological investigations of Messrs. Claude 
~ Bernard (Member of the Institute), Barreswill, L. Lemaire, &c., and eighteen 
years’ experimental use in all countries, have further confirmed the reputation . 
of Gélis and Conté’s Sweetmeats and their superiority over all the other 
chalybeates prescribed by physicians at home and abroad, for chlorosis, for 
the plurality of diseases of women, anemia (constitutional debility) in both 
sexes, and whenever the impoverishment of the blood requires the exhibition 
of tonics, asin pale and colourless children, persons naturally delicate, or 
exhausted from frequent bleeding, &. Dose : from six to twelve daily. 
These sweetmeats are sold in square boxes only, bearing a label and tinted 
wrapper, and surrounded with a pink band to which is affixed the signature of 
the general dealer, Mr. Labélonye. General depot : Parts, 19 rue Bourbon- 
Villeneuve. Lonpon, Jozeau, chemist, 49 Haymarket. New York, Fongera, 
32 North William street. New Orizans, Guillot, druggist. Deloche 
et Ducongé, chemists and druggists, and to be had of the principal 
apothecaries. 
ERGOTINE AND ERGOTINE SWEETMEATS OF 
| BONJEAN, ee ned oe 

GOLD MEDAL OF THE SOCIETY OF PHARMACY OF PARIS. 

_ Mr. Bonjean, chemist and apothecary at Chambery, to whom science is 
indebted for the disgovery of ergotine, obtains it isolated from the poisonous — 
principle contained in ergot of rye. . . Cs 

Ergotine sweetmeats constitute the most convenient and agreeable mode 
of exhibition of this medicinal agent. They are used with the greatest © 
success for the purpose of facilitating labour, and checking the fatal floodings 
which are sometimes consequent upon delivery ; they are, moreover, highly 
beneficial in arresting hemorrhage of all descriptions, such as hemoptysis or 
spitting of blood, chronic inflammation of the womb, the dysentery so fre- 
quently concomitant with ague, chronic diarrhcea, and checking the progress of 
pulmonary consumption, &c. . 

Externally, ergotine is used in a watery solution, for the dressings of 
wounds, having not only the anti-hemorrhagic property alluded to, but also 
promoting cicatrization, by preventing or diminishing inflammatory action. 

According to Professors DUBOIS, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine of 
Paris; SEDILLOT, of the Faculty of Strasbourg; FLOURENS (of the 
French Institute) ; and RETZUS, Physician of the King of Sweden, it is 

‘the most powerful hemostatic known to medicine in arterial and venous 
hemorrhage. . . 

This medicine, externally applied, likewise hastens the cure of old wounds. — 

Ergotine and Bonjean’s ergotine sweetmeats are only sold in phials bearing 
the seal and name of the inventor and of Mr Laurent, these medicines being 
now prepared in his patented apparatus, approved of by the Imperial Academy 
of Medicine of Paris, ieee es . pee S. 

Wholesale depot in Paris, 19 rue Bourbon-Villeneuve. ee 

New York : Fougera, 32 North William street. New OrtEans : Guillet, 
druggist, Deloche and Ducongé, chemists, and to be had of the principal 
apothecaries. . 


“CHLORODYNE. 


‘Its use in FEVER highly recanimended: a Case of SARCINAE Cured, and 
other Notices of its high remedial value pr esented, with an especial ne tems 
to the Profession. 


CAUTION ApouT Spurious Imrrations, &e. 

CAUTION.—J. T. Davenrorr. received from Dr J. Corts BROWNE, 
M.R.C.S.L., Ex-Army Medical Staff, the sole discoverer and inventor, his RrciPEr 
for this invaluable preparation which has never been published or made known ; 
hence there ean be'no other maker, and anything compounded as Chlorodyne 
besides is a spurious imitation and deception. 


‘TESTIMON IALS, 


OT ea now for fifteen months used Dr J. Cortis BRowNE’s CHLORODYNE, 
and am fully persuaded of its value as a remedial agent. In FEver, to allay 
restlessness and severe headache, and to procure sleep, its effects have been 
most satisfactory. It appears to me to be indicated in all cases where there — 
is depression of Nervous Power. ‘In fact, in the hands of a judicious Sur- 
geon who has used it a few times, it is capable of being most extensively and 
usefully prescribed. In a ease of obstinate and severe Vomitine, arising from 
Sarcin# in the Stomach, associated with an Amyloid Tumour in the Liver, 
which had resisted treatment. for many months, I used Chlorodyne most suc- 
cessfully. The first dose stopped the Vomiting. Small doses were continued, 

_at intervals of a few hours, for six weeks, The vomiting having entirely 
ceased, it was then discontinued, and although six months have elapsed there 
has been no return of the symptoms. The Tumour has somewhat diminished 
in size, and gives no uneasiness. I have also given it in some cases of Phthisis, 
with marked relief, especially in the early stages. I spontaneously offer my 

- opinion as to its merits, for I think it has only to be tested and it will be used 

by all Medical men. 
‘HENRY J. STORMONT, Esq., Surgeon, Cheshunt, é 


Sole Agent an Manufacturer, J. T. DAVENPORT, Pharmaceutical Chemist, 
33 Great Russell st., Bloomsbury sq., London. 


CHLORODYNE. 


R. F REEMAN, PHARMACEUTIST, ist, KENNINGTON ROAD, LONDON, 
S., informs the Profession and Trade that he has FOR YEARS MADE and 
extensively supplied ‘‘CHLORODYNE”—in one-ounce and. four-ounce 

stoppered bottles, at 1s. 6d, and 5s. each. He guarantees it to be uniformly 

and properly prepared, and superior to any other makers, though their charge 

be ever so exorbitant ; and he is glad to find the low price at which he sells 

it allows the Profession to use it in common practice and public institutions, — 
so that its extraordinary beneficial effects are enjoyed by many of the pores, 
sufferers. 

: R. FREEMAN almost daily receives letters from Members of the Pro- 
fession, and also the Trade, who speak highly of his CHLORODYNE. He 
publishes the following by permission : 

‘T duly received your sample of Chlorodyne, and I liked it SO. well that T. 
ordered more through my wholesale druggist. I think it in every way as good — 
as any I have used, “and it has the recommendation of being cheaper. 

B,J, BOULTON, M. 'D., Horncastle.” 

*‘T have given your Chlorodyne a fair trial, and, from the result of my 
experience, I find it a most yaluable medicine in cholic, asthma, and all 
spasmodic affections. 





‘SW. LOW, M.D., 1 Colles ge terrace, Stepney green.” 

‘I have had several parcels ‘of your Chlorodyne, and the Medical Men 
who have used it find it equally efficacious with that which is double the 
price, both having been tried on the same patients with similar results. 

OW. GRAHAM CARR, Pharmaccutical Chemist, Berwick,” 

ii | have administered to severil of my patients your Chlorodyne, and I. 
consider it a valuable remedy; it has succeeded perfectly in all cases in w ‘hich 
I have used it. In its action it is uniform, and in its effects most efficacious. 

“DAVID EASTON, M. D., Medical Officer, Robins-of- Galloway Poorhouse, 
Stranraer, Wigtonshi Te, 


INDEX OF THE CONTENTS. 
JANUARY, 1862, 


INTRODUCTION. 


Ant, 6146. ACADEMY oF Meprcrye.—Annual Meeting—A Sketch of the of 


Life of Professor Chomel, by Mr. F. Dubois.—Prizes Awarded — 
by the Academy of Sciences. — Ovariotomy. — Medical 


Witnesses. 


HOTEL-DIEU (PRorrssor TROSSEAU’S toca 
. 6147. Constipation and its Treatment. 


HOSPITAL LARIBOISIERE (Mr. CHASSAIGNAC’S WARDS). 
. 6148. lui wa to of the Shoulder-Joint Reduced with the Heel. 


HOSPITAL OF THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE. 
(Baron Dvusors’ Warps; Mr. Pasor, Proressor pro tem.) 


. 6149. Delivery after Mivcaieiausl 


OPHTHALMOLOGY (Mr. ‘Dusmarres’ DISPENSARY). 
» 6150. Iridectomy in Chronic lrido-Choroiditis, 


MerpicaL CorRrESPONDENCE. — ART. 


6151. Scrofulous <Articular Dis- 
ease,—Ant. 6152. The French 
Method of Rhinoplasty. — Arr. 
6153. Tobacco-smoke used for the 
Expulsion: of a Leech from the 
Fauces. 


Screntiric MIscELLANEA. — ART. . 


6154. Mgophony.—ArT. 6155. 
Choice of Recruits.—ART. 6156. 
Nature and Treatment of Vegeta- 
tions.—-ART. 6157. Ranula Cured 
by Cauterisation with the Chloride 
of Zinc Paste. 


PRESCRIPTIONS AND FoRMULAS. — 
Arr, 6158. Pityriasis Capitis ; 
Mr. Hardy’s Treatment. — ART. 
6159. Anal Erythema of Infants ; 
Mercurial Lotions; Bismuth and 

* Starch Powder. 


LearNneD Socintims.—Arr, 6160. 


ACADEMY OF SCIENCE. — Messrs. 
Sedillot and Mercier on Urinous 
Infiltration.— ACADEMY oF MEDI- 
CINE. Prizes Awarded. — Ques- 
tions Proposed for Competition for 
1862 and 1863. : 


BrisiiocRapuy. — Art. 6161, ‘A 


Treatise on Diseases of the Eyes,” 
by C. Deval, M.D. 


MiscELLANEOUS.—ART. 6162. The 


Eruption of Vesnvius. — Changes 


in the Medical and Surgical Staff 


of the Hospitals.—Mr. Spérino on 
Cataract.— Mr. Becquerel on the 


Reproduction of Natural Minerals - 


and Crystals by Electrie Action. — 
Jurisprudence Applicable to Mag- 
netism. — Nomination of Office- 


bearers at the Academy of Sciences, 


OBITUARY.—Dr. Martin. 





